needed in East 


MOSCOW (It)—- fifrrfrt rrnHrnr Mtatmii Cmh»rfcr t amnuttisk 

-»'wfiSr SaWto^Sto 1 ®*for fcSntal? 
Gacfeadw, «w«»» reporters before jfegfag a Joint tetanOni with 
Cwdtn Ite MbMrBifo'IAdra^, nU QnnnaW amatxia had 
find a mtfmrt d wife foe way to which foe Wot raped with foe 

energy crista hi foe 1970 k. **Di foe forict Gdoo and in Eastern Earopetn 
asantrirs mt toot time foe dteafow looked more fo ww ab l e and we 
‘ J | * r "^ r, j ,,tcd X thmhe orfd. “Now we have to make ap for 

loaf me and . fob ncq dl res a nun «^ | H H pace of change.” B was 
Gorbachev's dearest:appeal fbr Eastern European leaders to introduce 
uw4svh mill, reforms qaUbr to adapt to **■—rtr drcomntoaees. 
AMaw^be did not refer nprd fl raHy to far h i wto wiai, tt ap pe are d ctear 
t h at he was referring' to foe Prague leadenhip’s rdndance to alter its 

*bb * new protest tat foe Czechoslovak 
capital >y 299*080 demonstrators d emanding foe irrulnrifftlrn of the 
ttfumij i xn w e riMfC m o Mu p*. 
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Salvador rebels storm hotel 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — Rebels fighting foe tLS- -backed government 
stormed a hamry hotel m oorfoem Saa Salvador Tuesday and held dozens 
of foreignas inside. Foot DA n&tary advisers were also reported 
captured. Sohfiere hi an armomed personnel carrier rescued the secretary- 
general of the Organisation of American States, who had been inside a 
different part of foe hotel complex when the leftist gnetrMas attacked. Sbt 
g ov er nm en t lnJtaoptcrs flew over foe homes and tennis dob around the 
She ra ton Hotel hi foe wealthy of Rscadon. Hundreds of 

toMm moved Into the area, fteqmifl y pfaaed down by gnerriHa fire. The 
army moved several treks into foe neighbourhood to combat foe attackers, 
who were renewing an 11-day-old urban offensive for - had Appeared to be 


dying oat (see page 8). Four U-S. atony ad v isers and qne each from 
Colombia and Guatemala were cap tered near foe hotel, said Antonio 
Hernandez, a spokesman for the rebels* F ar a h n nd o Marti National 
Liberation Front to Mexico City. "They are p r ison e rs, bat we 

will respect theta Bvcs and they w£D not be burned,” Hernandez said. 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN t— His Majesty King 
Hussemwas Tuesday briefed on 
(be outcome of foe latestUnited 
Nations bid to revive peace talks 
between Iran and Iraq. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet¬ 
ra, reported that Iraqi Foreign 
Munster Tareq Aziz; who briefed 
tite. King at an audience at the 
also conveyed a 
message to the Monarch 
bqm Iraqi President- Saddam 
Hussein. 

Petra did not give details 
of the message but said the King 
and Aaiz, who arrived here ear¬ 
lier in the day , also discussed 
bilateralrelauons. 

The andw*nce .was attended by 
His' Royal Highness Crown 
Prince HaSsaaiFtinreMnrister 
Sharif Zrid Ben. Shaker, Royal 
Court Chief Mndar Badran, Kmg 
Hussein’s 'Political Advisor 
Adrian Abu : Oddi and Deputy. 
Prime' Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan; A1 Qasem ip 
addfition to the Iraqi ambassador 
to Jordan. ".V ~ ' ‘ 

Prince. Hassan - also - received 


Aziz and discussed with him bi¬ 
lateral relations and the latest 
developments on the Palestinian 
■ scene.-They also discussed scopes 
of -collective Arab work within 
the context of the Arab Coopera¬ 
tion Council (ACC), the Iran- 
Iraq, war and Iraq’s quest fbr 
estabhshzng a just comprehensive 
and durable peace with Iran 
based on the United Nations re¬ 
solutions, Petra said. The meet¬ 
ing was attended by Qasem and 
the Iraqi ambassador to Jordan. 

In.an arrival statement, Aziz 
accused Iran of blocking final 
settlement of the Golf war. 

He told reporters that Iran “is 
unwiQihg to open a substantial 
and real peace talks with Iraq.” 

Aziz said Iraq, however, was 
“ready to cooperate with the Un¬ 
ited Nations by all means to 
achieve a just and comprehensive 
peace to the Gulf war,” which has 
suspended by a U.N.-spousored 
ceasefire in August 1988. 

Petra quoted Aziz as saying his 
two-day visit to Jordan “comes 
within the framework of coor¬ 
dination and consultation be¬ 
tween both countries on various 
issues.* 7 


talks 


Aziz was expected to fly next 
month to New York fora meeting 
with U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar on ways 
to break the deadlocked talks 
with Iran. Iranian Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Ah Akbar Velayari also will 
be in New York for spearate talks 
with the U.N. secretary-general. 

The U.N.-sponsored peace 
talks stalled almost immediately 
after they were launched 15 
months ago. A special U.N. en¬ 
voy visited Iraq and Iran last 
week but appeared to have made 
little headway. 

Aziz also said Tuesday an.ex¬ 
odus of thousands of thousands of 
Egyptian workers from Iraq had 
not damaged relations with 
Cairo. “If there is any change in 
onr ties, it is for the better,” 
Petra quoted him as saying. 

He said relations between Iraq 
and Egypt had been enhanced by 
die creation of the ACC, which 
includes, in addition to both 
countries, Jordan and North Ye¬ 
men. He said that some labour 
disputes had arisen, ’but are now 
settled following a visit to Egypt 
by Iraqi First Deputy Prime 
Minister Taha Yassin Ramadan.” 



accuses U.S. of 

J* W3I* 

t Prin? BE I R U T - ( A ge n c i es j : - 
lyite Lebanese aniiy^chief.Michel, 
as jfc Aoun accused theUnited States 
Tuesday of trying redrawn Leba¬ 
non’s Christians in “a sea of 
blood” byjuovolring a war inside 
; their community. . 

Aounalso said for foe first time 
that be. would be.-wiBzng trf 
negotiate with Israel on a with¬ 
drawal of Israeli forces from a 
bordefr stripfoey occupy inSouth - 
ore® Lebanon. - .:. t 

Ubsb! He -spoke hours after a bomb 
a ^ explosion tolled a statue of the 
Sjafc lat^founder of &e righf-wing 
_ g\ FaJange Paxty with which Aoun is 
^ locked in a dispute over an Arab 
■tattie- P^ 11130 end Lebanon's civil war. ; 

’ ^ Aoun- ridiculed the United 
^ States’ cfispatch of Ambassador . 

John McCarthy to present iris 
"fVji credentials to newly elected 
“*?fL Preadent -Rene, Mnawad in die . 

North Lebanon tewn of Ehden 
® 1 *£ Stmday. . 

“r “That was a piece of theater 
h® 15 that jjteasedno one,Aoun told 
news conference at the bunker 
tries of the shell-shattered presidential 





iva G* palace in suburban Baabda east 
vebf; of Beirut: . 

“Mr. McCarthy madeprovoca- 
? tive statemaits: that mule me; 
and ^ think f’amTvatciring a Westem 
nnc® s . morie^Hewasabomto drawand 
was * starndkwfii$, n said die general, 
c pf^‘ who hoaded an interim military 
boi® 0 - cab^t Hot 14^ months. ; 
s a , He was reacting to a-McCar- 

, r hj0i ---rr-*- - 

irtb^ 
jrNee] 

&&*■ 

yertP* ... 

ATHENS( Agencies) — Political 


ties) 

* 

;J5 

M la* 

m 

n Ssf. 

i*S 

* s?! 

J 

i k 

li* 

* 


tty’s statement in Ehdin express¬ 
ing surprise - r that the Lebanese 
Forces, foe Christians’ main mili¬ 
tia, took no stand against Aoun’s 
defiant.stand.a^rinst the peace 
plan and Muawad’s election. 

*T am ratiier surprised that the 
Lebanese Forces have been so 
silent about issues that are so 
fundamental to this country,” 
McCarthy said during his brief 
stay in Ehden. 

His statement was made in a 
recorded interview with the 
Lebanese Forces’ television sta¬ 
tion, die Lebanese Broadcasting 
Corporation, after a telephone 
conversation with the nrihtia’s 
.commander Samir Geagea. 

'' “This is an open intervention in 
our affairs. It violates all di¬ 
plomatic traditions,” Aoun said. 
“He (McCarthy) is calling for a 
civil war... he wants Quistiaxis to 
shoot Christians and drown in a 
sea of blood.” 

' Aoun was asked: ,c You have 
offered to negotiate 
the Syrian government over 
a timetable for foe withdrawal of 
its troops, are you as willing to 
enter into direct negotiations with 
Israel for a similar pullout from 
the south?” 

He replied: “As a matter of 
principle and in the absence of 
any Arab'League or United Na¬ 
tions initiative to bring about an 
Israeli w ithdrawa l, I have no 
complex about, or fear of, nego¬ 


tiating with Israel to liberate the 
south.” 

It was the first time he has 
publicly made such a statement. 

A bomb explosion Tuesday 
shattered a statue of Pierre 
Gemayel, the late founder of the 
right-wing Falange Party, under¬ 
scoring the rift in Christian ranks. 

Police said the statue was 
blown off its base and partially 
damaged in the blast that rocked 
Bikfaya, hometown of the Maro- 
nite Catholic Gemayel dan in the 
Christian heartland northeast of 
Beaut 

The United States was re¬ 
ported Tuesday to have thrown 
its weight behind efforts to cat off 
the supply of arms to Aoun’s 
troops. 

The report followed a message 
to Mnawad from President Bush 
at the weekend, pledging ’’stead¬ 
fast support” for the new presi¬ 
dent and Ms effort to form a 
government of national recon¬ 
ciliation. 

An unnamed State Depart¬ 
ment official in Washington was 
qnoted by foe main newspapers 
and radio stations as saying the 
Bush a dm i n is tr ation has joined 
Arab governments in urging Iraq, 
Aoun’s main backer, to stop the 
flow of weapons. 

“To the best of our knowledge, 
Iraq has abided by these re¬ 
quests,” the official has quoted as 
saying. 


agree on 
interim coalition 


day for air all-party fooif-tenn 
gov ernme nt to end - a stalemate 
that followed inconchnuye Nov. 5 
elections. 

- “The three parties agreed , to 
support a government whose Kfe- 
term will last until mid-April,” 
Conservative leader-Constantine 
Mtsotakis told a news confer¬ 
ence. •' 

; Tbe^detision to hold general 

elections iri April follows four 
rounds of talks between foe Con¬ 
servative, Socialist and Commtm- 
ist l eaders with President Christos 
SartzetaJris. 

Mitsotairis spoke with repor¬ 
ters .after a ; three-hour meeting 
with- Socialist leader Andreas 
Papandreou and Communist 
leader HariJaos FforaMs. 

Thf all-party government 
wouldserve until mid-April when 
new ejections would be called, 

Mfetotftk&,saicL It wonld take 
action oh .such thorny problems 
as negetimious. on foe future of 
U-S. mifitaiy'bises;,:threatened' 
wrth%riosore neif June. 


. The three parties agreed that 
former Greek Central Bank Gov¬ 
ernor Xenophon Zolotas would 
be prime minister, he said. 

Interim Prime Minister Zolo¬ 
fts, 85, was minister of coordina¬ 
tion in a national unity govern¬ 
ment In 1974, formed after the 
fell of the military dictatorship 
which ruled Greece from 1967- 
74. 

The decision to fo rm an all¬ 
party government forestalled the 
need for a new election on Dec. 
17j which would have been the 
third national vote, this year.. 

The attempt at an all-party 
government was the final step 
under the constitution before a 
new election. A deal had earlier 
been Mocked by Socialist de¬ 
mands for electoral law changes 
by a new g over nm ent. They had 
now dropped the demands, Mit- 
sotakis «»id. 

The talks Papandreou has been 
demanding that foe electoral sys¬ 
tem -be changed before his 
PanhcDemc Socialist Movement 
(Pasok) supported any govern¬ 
ment 


The proposed change to simple 
proportional representation 
would have made it even harder 
fen: any party to win a majority in 
the 3d0-member unicameral par¬ 
liament. With the present system, 
any one party receiving at least 47 
per cent of the vote can govern 
alone. 

Mitsotaltis, whose New Demo¬ 
cracy won 46 per cent of the vote 
and 148 seats in parliament, had 
rejected the condition. He said 
that dm party leaders had agreed 
that the April elections would be 
conducted with the existing elec¬ 
toral system. 

Papandreou, explaining why he 
backed-down on the issue, said 
that “the deadlock which he 
faced... would have led to im¬ 
mediate elections with the ex¬ 
isting electoral system.” He said 
that Ms Pasok party would keep 
tile issue alive and try to change 
the law after the April elections. 

Papandreou said that the gov¬ 
ernment will draw up a budget for 
1990 and that agreement had 
been reached between the three 
parties on economic policy. 



Hb Majesty King Hussein Tuesday receives Iraqi 
Foreign Minister' Tareq Aziz in an amdfaace 
attended by IBs Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince 


Hassan and Prime Minister Sberif Zeid Ben 
Shaker (Petra photo) 


Israeli army preparing for 
‘Palestinian armed struggle’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
■— The Israeli army, concerned 
that Pales tinians may be turning 
to guns in their uprising, held an 
exercise in the occupied Gaza 
Strip this week to test comman- 
deis’ responses, military sources 
said. 

Palestinians have used firearms 
twice in the last eight days in 
attacks on Israeli troops and a 
suspected Arab collaborator'in 
the occupied territories. 

The exercise involved all army 
officers in Gaza, military govern¬ 
ment administrators and other 
security forces but no troops or 
field manoeuvres, the sources 
said. ’ : - ’ r • 

Palestinians waging the revolt 
since December 1987 have mainly 
limited their protests to stone- 
throwing, petrol bombings and 
civil disobedience. 

Troops have clashed with 
armed Palestinians on at least 
four other occasions during the 
u prising 

Last Monday, unknown 
assailants ambushed an army pat¬ 


rol in the Gaza Strip and killed 
two soldiers, prompting Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
to say Palestinians were turning 
to arms in' their struggle against 
Israel. 

The command-post exercise 
was planned before the Gaza 
tack, the sources said. 

In die second incident in a 
week, residents said masked 
Palestinian activists in the West 


Bank town of Hable shot and 
critically wounded another Arab’ 
they said was a well-known col¬ 
laborator with Israeli forces. 

Gaza shipment sabotaged 

Palestinian citrus exporters in 
the Gaza Strip accused Israeli 
security men Tuesday of sabotag¬ 
ing the season’s first shipment of 
grapefruit to the European Com¬ 
munity (EC). 

Mansour Shawa, president of 
the Gaza Citrus Exporters’ Asso¬ 
ciation, said port officials tore 
apart cartons, tfartw fruit on the 
ground and left the refrigerated 
load to stand in. the sun for 
several hours during a heavy- 
handed security check. 

“It was premeditated sabotage 
by the security people. They 
obviously had instructions from 
their superiors,” Shawa told Reu¬ 
ters. “They are destroying the 
fruit systematically.” 

The 500 tonnes of grapefruit 
delivered to the port of Ashdod 
Tuesday were part of a shipment 
of 1,100 tonnes worth $400,000 
due to sail for Rotterdam Friday, 
he said. 

If the shipment was cancelled, 
the exporters would have to pay 
$82,000, he added. 

It was not dear how much of 
foe frxrit was damaged. 

Shawa filed a protest to the 
Israeli defence ministry, which 
“administers” the occupied terri¬ 


tories. He said an EC official 
staying in the Gaza Strip to super¬ 
vise the exports was barred from 
witnessing the security inspec¬ 
tion. 

EC Ambassador to Israel 
Gwyn Morgan said: “The Euro¬ 
pean Commission delegation is 
aware of some disturbance at the 
port and is investigating. We will 
intervene with foe authorities 
with foil vigour if necessary." 

A senior Israeli source con¬ 
firmed that a complaint had been 
received and said foe ministry was 
trying to cooperate with Gaza 
citrus exporters to facilitate the 
shipments. 

’ Security inspections were foe 
responsibility of the port author¬ 
ities, not foe defence ministry, he 
said. 

Gaza citrus producers have 
signed several contracts with 
Dutch importers to boost their 
sales to foe EC under a 1988 
accord allowing them to export 
their produce independently of, 
Israel’s marketing boards. 

Shawa said they had contracts 
to export 26,000 tonnes of 
grapefruit and oranges, up from 
only 1,200 tonnes last year. 

Last season’s exports were dis¬ 
rupted by strikes, curfews and 
Israeli measures against the 
Pales tinian uprising. 

This season’s contracts cover 
4,000 tonnes of grapefruit, 6,000 
tonnes of sbamouti oranges and 
16,000 tonnes of Valencia 
oranges, Shawa said. 


Czech premier offers to 
bring in non-communists 


PRAGUE (Agencies) — 
Czechoslovak Prime Minister 
Vladislav Adamec met dissidents 
Tuesday and was quoted as 
he supported a dialogue 
tiie Charter 77 human rights 
movement and that non-com¬ 
munists could join the govern¬ 
ment 

Czechoslovak journalist MEhal 
Horacek, who attended the talks 
as a mediator, said Adamec 
promised changes to “the leading' 
role” of the Communist Party. 

“He said he-supported dia¬ 
logue with all social groups in¬ 
cluding Charter 77,” Horacek 
told Reuters. 

“He said the federal govern¬ 
ment should be reshuffled to in- 
dude members of non-Commun- 
ist parties and young people.” 

As Adamec met with foe dissi¬ 
dents, more than 150,000 people 
filled central Prague for a fifth 
day of protests. 

Tuesday’s demonstration in 
central Wenceslas Square came a 
day after an estimated 200,000 
anti-government marchers para¬ 
ded through the Czechoslovak 
capital in foe country’s biggest 
protest 

At least 35,000 others demons¬ 
trated Monday in Brno, Bratisla¬ 
va, Ostrava and Lfberec, accord¬ 
ing to state-run media. 

Adamec met with a 10-member 
delegation that included foe new¬ 
ly formed Civic Forum opposition 
movement as weB as representa¬ 
tives of Communist Party orga¬ 
nisations, the official news agency 

CI& reported. 

A government spokesman, 
Marcel Jansen, denied earlier re¬ 
ports the delegation included 


Vaclav Havel, a prominent play¬ 
wright and Q&foostovakia’s best- 
known dissident. 

Demonstrators have taken to 
the streets for five straight days to 
condemn the government and de¬ 
mand free elections. Police used 
truncheons, tear-gas and attack 
dogs to efisperse the first demon¬ 
stration last Friday, and scores of 
people were reported injured. 

The subsequent gatherings 
have also -protested the police 
crackdown. 

The protests are the biggest 
challenge faced by the hard-Ime 
government that has been in 
place since a Soviet-led invasion 
crashed the “Prague spring” re¬ 
form period in 1968. 

Posters condemning police bru¬ 
tality were plastered on shop win¬ 
dows, office buddings ana res¬ 
taurants Tuesday in the capital. 
They carried resolutions by stu¬ 
dents and artists protesting Fri¬ 
day’s assault on demonstrators. 

‘East German elections’ 

A'West German minister flew 
home Tuesday after talks with 
East .German leaders, who he 
said were p lanning free elections 
between next autumn and the 
spring of 1991. 

Chancellery Office Minister 
Rudolf Seilers declined to reveal 
what he had discussed Tuesday 
morning with church and opposi¬ 
tion leaders in East Berlin. 

But as be left West Berlin by 
air for Bonn to report to foe 
cabinet on Ms talks be repeated 
that in his discussions on Monday 
with Communist Party leader 


Egon Krenz and Prime Minister 
Hans Modrow they had spoken of 
elections in late 1990 or early 
1991. 

Radical East German street 
protesters have raised the stakes 
in their contest with foe country’s 
Communist leadership by deman¬ 
ding the reunification of Ger¬ 
many. 

Defying Krenz and Soviet offi¬ 
cials who have publicly ruled out 
a readjustment of Europe’s post- 
1945 frontiers, demonstrators 
massed on foe streets of Leipzig 
on Monday to call for a united 
Germany. 

“Germany — a tingle father- 
land” proclaimed one slogan held 
aloft by protesters in a crowd 
which surged through the city 
centre ana around its ring road. 
The official ADN news agency 
estimated the rally drew more 
than 200,000 people. 

Bucharest conference 

Delegates to a Communist Par¬ 
ty congress Tuesday extolled 
hardline leader Nicolae Ceauses- 
cu and offered lavish praise for 
his rejection of democratic re¬ 
form. 

Politburo member and labour 
leader Min Dobrescu said 
Ceausescn's nearly six-hour 
speech to delegates Monday was 
“an exemplary model of creative 
tackling of present-day realities, a 
genuine thesaurus of social and 
political thinking.” 

Ceansescu, the East bloc’s fier¬ 
cest hard-line leader, opened the 
party congress with a firm rejec¬ 
tion of reforms sweeping the re¬ 
gion. 


King visits writer 

AMMAN (Petra) — Efls Majesty King Hnssriu Tuesday foiled 
renowned Jordanian writer Hnsni Fatriz, one of the Jordanian 
pioneers who were awarded state prizes earlier this week. Fariz 
oobM not attend the prize-giving ceremony because of Qbiess and 
remains in bed. The King wished Fariz a speedy recovery. 


French sceptical 
on Shamir plan 


PARIS (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, who 
arrived in Paris Tuesday, ran 
straight into French scepticism 
over his Middle East plan. 

Arab states were fikely to re¬ 
ject any settfement’wMch did not 
start to resolve the Palestinian 
question, French Pretident Fran¬ 
cois Mitterrand told Shamir. 

A senior Mitterrand aide re¬ 
ported foe French position after 
attending a lunch between the 
two leadrs on the first day of 
Shamir’s 48-hour visit to France. 

The Israeli prime minister, 
fresh from a trip to the United 
States where foe official recep¬ 
tion was less warm than usual, 
left the Elysee Palace for talks 
with three European Community 
(EC) foreign ministers. 

The various plans aimed at 
ending the Arab-Israeli conflict 
were certain to dominate his 
dienssions with Roland Dumas of 
France, Francisco Fernando 
Ordonez of Spain and Ireland’s 
Gerry Collins. 

Shortly before Shamir’s arrival, 
Dumas said he backed U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker's 


five-point plan leading to elec¬ 
tions in the occupied territories. 

The Baker proposals are sup-- 
posed to be confidential but au¬ 
thoritative leaks say they could be 
the vehicle for talks between 
Israeli officials and Palestinians. 

“We are working on the basis 
of Mr. Baker’s plan which we 
most support and that is the line I 
will advocate to Mr. S hamir .” 
Dumas said in a French radio 
interview. 

The senior Mitterrand aide said 
later France still favoured an in¬ 
ternational conference as foe best 
forum for resolving the Middle 
East conflict. 

The Israeli coalition govern¬ 
ment accepted the Baker formula 
on Nov. 5 but only on condition it 
scrupulously conformed with 
Shamir’s own plan made public 
last May. 

Shamir’s plan rules out any role 
for the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and does not 
recognise tire right of Palestinian 
self-detennination. 

This approach causes sceptic¬ 
ism on the French tide, foe Mit¬ 
terrand aide said. 


Arab ministers to 
discuss Israeli stand 


TUNIS (Agencies)—Arab fore¬ 
ign ministers will hold- an 
emergency meeting in Tonis this 
week at foe Palestine liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) request to 
discuss Israel’s actions in foe 
occupied territories and its atti¬ 
tude to Middle East peace initia¬ 
tives. 

An Arab League spokesman 
Said Tuesday foe meeting was 
called after a majority of the 22 
member states approved last 
Thursday’s request by tire PLO. 

The date has not yet been set 
but the meeting wul probably 
take place towards foe end of foe 
week, before the U.N. General 
Assembly's annual debate on 
Palestine at foe end of November 
and the beginning of December, 
he added. 

The main initiative under dis¬ 
cussion will be U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker’s five-point 
formula for I sraeli-Palestinian 
talks in Cairo. The PLO gave 
what it said was a positive re¬ 
sponse to foe so-called Baker 
plan Sunday. 

Tire plan has run up against 
Israel’s refusal to let foe PLO 
have a role in the proposed talks 
and the PLO's insistence that it 
must name the Palestinian de¬ 


legation. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
had once hoped to attend the 
General Assembly session, but he 
has not applied for a U.S. visa to 
go to New York and PLO offi¬ 
cials have stopped mentioning the 
idea. 

An adviser to Arafat said Tues¬ 
day, however, that Arafat might 
still apply for a visa and would 
probably decide in the next few 
days. 

The General Assembly moved 
the debate to Geneva last year 
after the United States refused to 
give Arafat a visa. 

Sari Nusseibeb, a leading 
Palestinian figure, said Monday a 
“vacuum of strategy” had de¬ 
veloped in foe nearly two-year- 
old Palestinian uprising and cal¬ 
led for creation of a provisional 
Palestinian government. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press, Nusseibeb said 
if “positive energy” was focused 
on building foe institutions of 
statehood there would be less 
violence, both among Palesti¬ 
nians and with Israelis. 

“I believe over the last few 
months we have lost the initiative 
and there has been a vacuum of 
strategy,” he said. 


Moscow party chief 
removed from post 


MOSCOW (R)—Hardline poKt- 
buro member Lev Zaficov was 
removed from his post as Moscow 
Communist Party chief Tuesday, 
a spokesman at the city party 
committee said. 

Zaikov, 66, appointed to foe 
ruling party polrtboro in March 
1986, replaced Kremlin radical 
Boris Yeltsin as Moscow party 
chief in November the following 
year after foe latter was sacked 
for criticising foe slow pace of 
reform. 

The spokesman said Zaikov 
had been replaced by the former 
second secretary of the Moscow 
city committee, Yuri Prokofyev, 
during a plenary meeting of the 
committee. He gave no further 
details. 

It was not dear if Zaikov would 
remain in the poiitburo, but his 
position appeared extremely 
shaky. IBs removal would require 
tire convening of a plenum of tire 
party’s policy-making Central 
Committee. 

As Moscow party chief, Zaikov 
reversed the laissez-faire policies 
of Ins predecessor, cracking down 
on unauthorised public gather¬ 
ings and dealing street artists and 
musicians from public places. 

In remarks broadcast earlier 


this year on Moscow Television, 
he attacked advocates of radical 
change, accusing them of “uto¬ 
pian spirits, heated by a consider¬ 
able share of ambition and adven¬ 
turism.” 

The dropping of Zaikov was 
foe latest in. a series of moves 
against conservative figures in the 
Soviet party leadership. 

At a central committee plenum 
in September, two leftovers from 
.the era of Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev — former KGB chief 
Viktor Chebrikov and foe then 
Ukrainian Party chief Vladimir 
Shcherbitsky — were both re¬ 
moved from tire poiitburo. 

And last month Viktor Afa¬ 
nasyev, foe har dlin e editor of the 
.Communist Party daily newspap¬ 
er Pravda, was replaced after 13 
years at foe post. 

The move followed a sharp 
drop in Pravda's circulation. Fi¬ 
gures published last weekend in 
foe weekly Ogonyok showed tire 
number of Pravda subscribers 
had dropped by nearly a third 
from over nine million to about 
six million in foe past year. 

Analysts said foe removal of 
Zaikov could be connected with 
local elections due in March. 
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New bill would hedge U.S.-PLO 
contacts with new requirements 


Relief donors threaten 
to suspend Sudan aid 


WASHINGTON (R) — A bffl 
passed lost week bj both 
Homes of the U.S. Congress 
will place daunting obstacles in 
the way of dialogue between 
W ashingto n the Palestine 
liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Its requirements, including a 
on contacts with any PLO 
member involved in the death 
of an American and regular 
presidential reports on PLO 
activities, are part of the State 
De pa rtment funding bill sent to 
President George Bosh for rati¬ 
fication. 

Bosh thr eatened to veto 
the bfll because of his objection 
to other provisions within it not 
directiy connected to toe Mid¬ 
dle East. But administration 
officials said they woe resigned 
to toe PLO dames eventually 
becoming law. 

“Passage of this MO would 
make it even harder for toe 
U.S. administration to engage 
in meaningful dialogue with toe 
PLO stive tone in 

Mid^:c ; ueace efforts,’* 


said a Middle Eastern di- 


The new InB woald require 
die U.S. ambassador in Tunis, 
Robot Pefietrean, to ask toe 
PLO for an explanation of nine 
alleged armed mansions into 
Israel by PLO-affiBated groups 
at his next meeting with PLO 
representatives. 

Bash would be reqnhed to 
send Congress an unclassified 
written report every 120 days 
detailing PLO compliance with 
its setf-dedared ban on terror¬ 
ism, its position on unrest in 
laraefi-oecupied territories and 
a host of other issues. 

In addition, no dialogue 
would be allowed with any PLO 
re pr esent a tive whom the presi¬ 
dent advised Congress had 
planned or carried oat acts that 
restilted in the death or kidnap¬ 
ping of an American citizen. 

The United States opened a 
dialogue with the PLO last De¬ 
cember after its leader Yasser 
Arafat formally renounced ter¬ 
rorism and said he accepted 
Israel’s right to exist. 


But the only U.S. official 
authorised to speak to toe FLO 
was Tunis Ambassador Pd- 
ktrean. 

In the meantime, Washing¬ 
ton has worked to thwart the 
PLO of membership of interna¬ 
tional organisations and sent a 
signal to Arafat not to apply for 
a visa to address'next week’s 
United Nations debate on Pales¬ 
tine. 

The limited natur e of the 
dialogue and the het that the 
U.S. insisted at every meeting 
in bringing op alleged cases of 
Palestinian terrorism has left 
the PLO frustrated and 
wondering whether its di¬ 
plomatic s tra te gy Is payin g off. 

A ihiii i iM i atifl f i nffiriah art* 

also frustrated at the new 
limitations toe bffl would im¬ 
pose. 

“The bffl opens up the possi¬ 
bility of additional tension be¬ 
tween the a dminis tration and 
Congress and ensures that the 
question of whether to continue 
the dialogue is reopened every 
foear months,” said one official. 


S ecretary of State James 
Baker b trying to tore Israel 
into peace tafia with Palesti¬ 
nian represe nt atives. Bat he 
on torfH ect rather than 
direct contacts with the PLO, 
nsing Egypt as an in¬ 
termediary. 

The d ipl o mat —*** the bfll 
bore the signs of tatase Israefi 
lobbying and was carried wBh 
toe backing of ta auppoi lets in 
Congress. He noted that Israel 
had pr ovided the sbiinstn- 
tion and pnBtirbns with docu¬ 
mentation about alleged FLO 


The requirements are a 
weaker version of a previo u s 

Jiwuduif W wfcirfc ft* nrfmiwht- 
xnaoR Kwraea jg mw ski ssc- 
in toiug J e B Mte dL 
That would have barred 

fl Hmh iidratMn nfflfhh from 

negotiating with any PLO rep- 
rtsemsatn iifcuww me pnsaaan 
ce rtif ied to Congress that toe 
rep r e sen tative had not been in¬ 
volved in terrorist act i v ftics re- 
suiting in harm to American 


pia, EPLF under pressure to end war 


. AJROBI (Agencies) — Peace 

L-gotiators from the Ethiopian 
government and its Eritrean rebel 
foes met Tuesday to by to agree 
on steps towards ending Africa's 
longest-running civil war. 

No word on progress emerged 
from the closed-door meeting, 
. now in its second day, but the 
head of the Ethiopian team spoke 
of “relatively minor differences" 
and Western diplomats said the 
two sides were under strong 
pressure to find a solution to a 
conflict that has dragged on for 28 
years. 

“I think the delegations realise 
the sombre mood back home — 
people are simply tired of the 
war," commented one diplomat. 

Another added: “I don’t think 
anyone came here to fail. There is 
no room for this." 

Up to a million people have 
died in the Eritrean war which 
has forced more than 800,000 
others to become refugees. Im¬ 
poverished Ethiopia spends more 
than half its annual budget on the 
. war effort. 

. Diplomats say the Soviet Un¬ 
ion, main supporter of Ethiopian 
President Mengistu Haile 


Mariam, has made it clear the 
war is unsustainable and he has to 
talk peace with the rebels of the 
Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front (EPLF). 

The diplomats said the EPLF, 
had also been told by its Arab 
allies to seek peace after the three 
states improved their tense ties 
with Ethiopia. 

The Nairobi talks, like a pre¬ 
vious round of negotiations in 
Atlanta, Georgia, last Septem¬ 
ber, are chaired by former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter. 

The delegates are not expected 
to talk peace but to agree on 
procedural issues such as the 
appointment of an African chair¬ 
man to assist Csnter, internation¬ 
al observers and a secretariat 
before a full-scale peace confer¬ 
ence is held. 

The negotiators themselves 
acknowledged the need for 
speedy progress when the talks 
opened in the Kenyan capital 
Monday. 

“It is evident that the prolonga¬ 
tion of the talks as a result of 
relatively minor differences can 
serve no purpose except to delay 
the restoration of peace in our 


country and to further exacerbate 
toe misery of our people,” said 
Ashagre Yigletu, bead of 
Ethiopia’s seven-member panel. 

EPLF chief delegate Ai Amin 
Mo hamma d Saiyed stated: “We 
have come to toe Nairobi talks 
with an open mind and in a spirit 
of hope and optimism. This hope 
and optimism rests on our deep 
commitment to secure agreement 
on the r emaining issues... in die 
shortest possible time.” 

Meanwhile in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, the leader of an Eritrean 
Liberation Front faction Tuesday 
rejected toe mediation effort 
undertaken with a rival group by 
Carter. 

O mar Sayed Muhammad Ai 
Borj. chairman of the Eritrean 
Liberation Front — Unified 
Organisation said that Caller’s 
mediation would transform toe 
issue from the Eritrean-Ethiopian 
conflict info an inter-Eritrean 
one. 

“This is an incorrect method to 
deal with toe Eritrean question 
and will only aggravate toe prob¬ 
lem and turn toe conflict from an 
Eritrean-Ethiopian one to an 
Eritrean-Eritrean duel,” Borj 


said in a statement issued here. 

“These negotiations mean no¬ 
thing to us and we will not be 
committed to honour their result 
because they are being made with 
a single faction ignoring the other 
Eritrean factions who represent 
the majority of the Eritrean peo¬ 
ple,” Borj added. 

He charged the United States 
was not neutral in toe 28-year-old 
struggle waged by Eritrean 
groups for independence from 
Ethiopia. 

Borj said his organisation, 
which groups many rebel fac¬ 
tions, does not reject mediation 
for a peaceful settlement, pro¬ 
vided this is under the aegis of toe 
United Nations in the presence of 
an international observer. 

He maintaine d that a unified 
Eritrean delegation representing 
all the factions, including the 
EPLF, would be the only one 
empowered to negotiate on be¬ 
half of all the people of Eritrea. 

- He said 40 years ago the Un¬ 
ited States played . a “serious 
role” in the future of Eritrea 
when it proposed the union of 
Eritrea and Ethiopia in a federa¬ 
tion. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
foreign aid donors are threaten¬ 
ing to suspend all relief program¬ 
mes unless they can work in rebel 
and army-held areas, officials 
said Tuesday. 

“The common wisdom now in 
the United Nations, international 
voluntary organisations and' 
donor countries is ‘afl or none’,” 
one foreign official told Reuters. 

The Sudanese authorities told 
relief agencies they could supply 
army-held garrison towns over¬ 
land in the south tom by six years 

of civil war, foreign officials said. 

But a government ban on relief 
flights remains in effect. 

Sudanese military leader 
General Omar Hassan AI Bashir 
said this week that a .ceasefire 
•must be in place before the airlift 
of aid could resume to the 
famine-threatened region. 

The government banned flights 
in order to investigate a bombing 
on Oct. 31 of a rebel-held town in 
toe south. 

Diplomats have said the raid 
on Tirol was carried out by the 
Sudanese Air Force. 

The row threatens the second 
phase of lifeline Sudan. Hie first 
phase of the U.N.-led southern 
aid programme ended on OcL 31 
after seven months. ' 

Foreign relief officials said 
Bashir told the U.N.’s top official 
in Sudan, Briton Michael Priest¬ 
ley, Thursday that he thought 
Lifeline had been biased in 
favour of the rebel Sudan Peo¬ 
ple’s liberation Army (SPLA). 

He demanded food destined 
for SPLA-held territory be given 
directly to civfliaiis rather than to 
the SPLA’s relief arm, the South 
Sudan Relief Association. 


Beside the devastating impact 
on sooth Sudan, where 250,000 
people toed of hunger or disease 
fast year, a suspension of all relief 
programmes would seriously 
affect the west e rn regions of Dar- 
fiw and Kordofan, the officials 


A poor harvest there has 
prompted officials to ask for 
some 100,000 tonnes of relief 
food for 1990. Kordofan and Dar¬ 
fur were badly hit by a drought in 
1984 and 1985. 

The second phase of Lifeline 
Sudan, due to start on Jan. 1, 
arms to feed 3.4 mfltion people of 
whom 1.25 are refugees from toe 
war living in some 40 shanty 
towns around Khartoum. 

The SPLA has fought troops in 
the mainly animfaf- and Qniman 
sooth since 1983 in a bid to end 
what it sees as domination by the 
northern Arabised Muslim 
majority. 

The government and rebels are 
doe to hold a fresh round of 
.peace talks in the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi an Dec. 1. The first 
round between the SPLA and the 
military junta that came to power 
in a Jane 30 coup, collapsed in 
August. 

Fighting broke out last month 
shattering a six-month loll follow¬ 
ing declaration of a series of 
unilateral ceasefires by both sides 
to allow in relief supplies. 

the United States Monday 
welcomed an announcement that 
peace talks arranged by former 
President Jimmy Carter would 
soon begin between the govern¬ 
ment of Sudan and the guerrillas 
fighting in the south of toe 
country. 


Paper says Iranians 
held, beaten in Turkey 


NICOSIA (R) — A Tehran 
newspaper Tuesday accused Tur¬ 
kish security forces of beating 

I ranian students in Ankar a on 

suspicion they were involved in 
the maiming of a Saudi diplomat 
last month. 

The Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA) quoted Jomburi Eslairri 
newspaper as saying Turkish 
officers severely beat one student 
after he refused to spit on a 
picture of Iran’s late spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Rnhollah 
Khomeini. 

The paper quoted “reports 
from Turkey” as its source and 


did not say how many students 
were arrested. It said some were 
still in detention while others 
were released after being warned 
to keep silent about their treat¬ 
ment m jail, IRNA said. 

There has been no official reac¬ 
tion from toe Iranian Foreign 
Ministry about toe newspaper 
allegations. 

: Relations between Tehran’s 
Islamic rulers and Ankara's secu¬ 
lar government were strained ear¬ 
lier this year over a Turkish ban 
on wearing of Muslim heads- 
carves in colleges. 


Fight for Salang Highway delays Kabul strike at rebels 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Battling 
over toe Afghan capital’s lifeline 
with the Soviet Union is deiaying 
pre-winter offensive by the 
Afgban government against re¬ 
bels elsewhere in toe country. 
Western diplomatic sources said 
Tuesday. 

The sources, speaking in Isla¬ 
mabad on condition of anonym¬ 
ity. said at least four U.S.-backed 
guerrilla groups were playing 
havoc with supply vehicles bound 
for Kabul along the 320- 
kilometre Salang Highway. 

“Although resistance forces 
along toe highway are not able to 
do more than close it intermit¬ 
tently,” one source said, “such 
attacks are apparently playing a 
significant role in delaying plan¬ 
ned regime operations else¬ 
where." 

As an example, they said the 
Kabul forces have stopped trying 
to retake toe mountain stron¬ 
ghold of Pajak, west of the city, 
which the rebels captured earlier 
this month. 

Nor has toe array tried to re¬ 
form a crucial supply convoy to 
toe besieged eastern city of 
Khost, since guerrillas stopped it 
cold in October, they said. 

The rebels, who call them¬ 
selves Mujahedeen or Islamic 


“holy warriors,” have fought the 
past 11 years to topple toe Kabul 
government and establish an Isla¬ 
mic Republic of Afghanistan. 

Government forces hold the 
lountry’s major cities, but insur¬ 
gents control most of the ragged 
countryside. 

During the past two weeks, 
Mujahedeen have reported heavy 
fighting along a keysection of the 
Salang immediately north of a 
mountain tunnel, where it dis¬ 
appears under about 17 
kilometres of toe towering Hindu 
Kush Mountains. 

The interruption of hundreds 
of supply vehicles already has 
pushed food and fuel prices to 
record seasonal levels in the Com¬ 
munist-led capital, according to 
reports presaging severe winter 
shortages. 

Official Radio Kabul Monday 
announced that government 
troops had reopened the Salang 
“forever.” 

However, diplomats confirmed 
Mujahedeen reports that rebels 
had sealed toe road above toe 
tunnel, at least between Nov. 9 
and Nov. 17. 

“Similar attacks on various 
stretches of the Salang Highway 
can be expected in coming days, 
as toe Mujahedeen attempt to 


disrupt regime resupply efforts 
before winter sets In,” said one 
diplomatic source. 

Some rebel field commanders 
have said they would allow civi¬ 
lian food and fuel convoys down 
toe Salang, but not military ones. 

However, diplomats said that 
of hundreds of vehicles recently 
stranded there by Mujahedeen 
attacks, at least 100 were new 
armoured vehicles for Kabul 
from the Soviet Union. 

Soviet combat forces were in¬ 
volved directly in toe Afghan dvil 
war between December 1979 and 
February 1989, but Moscow con¬ 
tinues supplying military assist¬ 
ance to Kabul. 

. Some of it arrives via the big¬ 
gest military airlift in Soviet his¬ 
tory, and some is driven down the 
Salang. 

The insurgents, backed pri¬ 
marily by Pakistan and United 
States, have vowed to keep fight¬ 
ing until they defeat toe Com¬ 
munists. 

They have refused offers of 
peace talks with Kabul, blaming 
it for inviting Soviet troops into 
Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile at toe United Na¬ 
tions, Prince Sadruddin Aga 
Khan, coordinator of a billion- 
dollar U.N. Rehabilitation Prog- 
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ramme for Afghanistan, com¬ 
plained Monday that contribu¬ 
tions were lagging and that the 
war-torn country was being for¬ 
gotten as other events grabbed 
toe headlines. 

“This is a time when everyone 
is looking towards Europe, which 
is understandable, given the 
events in East Germany and else¬ 
where,” he told reporters. 

“I am fearfuL... that all of this 
will make it more difficult for os 


I to raise funds and stimulate and 
! sensitise people so that they don’t 
forget Afghanistan.” 

In a written report on “Opera¬ 
tion Salam,” launched fast year, 
he said close to a billion dollars 
had been pledged towards huma¬ 
nitarian and aid programmes for 
Afghanistan, where fighting is 
continuing between the Kabul 
government and Mujahedeen 
guerrillas, despite toe withdrawal 
last February of Soviet troops 
who intervened in 1979. 

But in practice no more than a 
few million dollars had been 
available at any time. 

Over 70 per cent of the pledges 
were contributions in and, most 
of which had not yet been deli¬ 
vered, while a large proportion of 
the $158 million received in cash 
by the end of August was ear¬ 
marked for specific U.N. agen¬ 
cies or programmes. 

“The picture that emerges is 
one of an operation which, 
although seized of nearly $1 bil¬ 
lion in theory, has in practice 
never had more than a few mo¬ 
tion dollars at its disposal at any 
time,” toe report said. 

Funds available for allocation 
solely at toe discretion of the 
coordinator had totalled approx¬ 
imately $17 million, of which 


about 60 per cent came from a 
single donor, toe report said, 
alluding to Japan. 

Prince Sadruddin said if poten¬ 
tial donors forgot Afghanistan, 
the more than five million re¬ 
fugees living mainly in Pakistan 
and Iran would not return home 
since they would feel safer and 
better off wbere they were. 

He said toe assistance program¬ 
me had successfully implemented 
the “humani tarian endrdement 
of Afghanis tan” by etfaHidiing 
offices in Pakistan, Iran and 
several Afghan cities, and pre¬ 
positioning hundreds of 
thousands of tonnes of food, par¬ 
ticularly wheat and cooking oiL 

“The idea is that once move¬ 
ment begins, afl of that stuff can 
be carpet-rolled inside (Afghani- 
tan) and follow the refugees 
back. Meanwhile, we ■ continue 
to assist those who are in need 
inside, paricnlarly die vulnerable 
groups who are very much below 
the poverty line,” be said. 

But his report noted that avail¬ 
able funding was quite inadequ¬ 
ate for all the activities envisaged, 
such as road building, shelter, 
anti-narcotics programmes, 
education and training, culture 
and special programmes for the 
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UAE bans local English papers 

DUBAI (R) — The United Arab Emirates banned. sales of 
Tuesday’s editions of local Eagflsh laggnage PCTW ^pem: fo r 
advertising alchobdic- drinks, l5AE officials J*™ spapcr 
tta Gulf News and tte KMeej Draa wer^not 

issued because of an advertisement for a wine festival at a local 
hotel. 

UAE offers prize for those born on Dec. 2 

ABU DHABI (R)—The United Arab Emirates (UAE)isgiving 
prizes to anybody bom in the country on its National D ay, D cc. 2.- 
Offidals said.Tuesday that 970 hopefuls had ro far registered * 
the info rmation and Culture Ministry. But nobody knows yet 
what the birthday surprise wifl be. 

Egypt to get radar-warning plane . 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Bush administration has notified 
Congress it intends to sell one E-2C radar-warning aircraft to 
Egypt for $84 milli on. Egypt already has five of the milita ry 
warning aircraft, built by Oromman Corp., and the 1 , offer is 
expected to become official in 30 days without objection - from 
Congress. 

Sudan calls on Chad to withdraw troops 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan has called on neighbourin g Chad 
to withdraw its troops from the Sudanese border region of Darfur. 
“Sudan on toe Oiadian authorities to withdraw afl its forces 
.currently mdrfe. Darfur,” a Foreign Ministry statement said. Q&d 
hag recently claimed two battlefield victories against th e Isl amic 
LegUm, a rebel group it rfaims is supported by Libya to d e sta bil i s e 
the regime of President Hissene Habre. It said it moved agai n s t 
the rebels in reprisal for incursions by the Islamic Legion onto 
Chadian territory from tins western Sudan Darfur province. 
Libya Hamw the rebel movement exists. The Sudanese Foreign 
Ministry statement also denied the Chadian claim. “There is no 
presence of the so-called Libyan Islamic Legion on the Sudanese 
ter ri t ori«R and that Libya has. never exten d ed any sort of 
agstetanra to the nwriim opposition across the Sudanese territor¬ 
ies,” the statement said. 

Soldier’s suicide stirs 
public uproar in Israel 
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TEL AVIV (AP) — The army 
ordered a speedy investigation 
into the suiqde of a 20-year-old 
soldier in an elite combat unit 
that has stirred a public uproar in 

Ttraftl a militar y s pnlmnnan said 

Tuesday. The suicide, reported¬ 
ly following haring by fellow sol¬ 
diers, raised criticism from legis¬ 
lators and warnings that toe harsh 
methods used to put down the 
23-month Palestinian uprisin g 
were creeping into soldiers’ be¬ 
haviour toward each other. 

Military sources said at least 
ope officer was expected to be 
ousted from bis post because of 
the incident. However, an official 
military spokesnan said no deci¬ 
sions had been readied on what 
action to take. 

The spokesman, who is not 
identified under army regula¬ 
tions, said a quick probe of toe 
suicide had been ordered by 
Chief of Staff Lt.-Gen. Dan 
Shannon. 

The soldier, Eli Shahar, died at 
a base in the Israeli-annexed 
Golan Heights Saturday. IBs unit 
is part of the elite Givati Brigade, 
which is often assigned to quell 
riots in die occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Shahar reported¬ 
ly had asked for reassignment 
from the brigade. 

Public outrage is centred on 
reports that toe suicide was set off 
by harassment from fellow sol¬ 
diers during a mock trial staged to 
punish Shahar for removing fas 
helmet in target practice. 

Parliament’s Defence and 
Foreign Affairs Committee was 
to meet on the incident and called 
in Maj.-Gen. Ran Goren, the 
head of toe army’s manpower 
branch, to give a briefing, a par¬ 
liamentary official said. 

Legislator Sarah Doron of the 
right-wing Likud Bloc, who cal¬ 
led for the committee meeting, 
urged steps be taken to prevent 
similar haring inciden ts. 

“I had thought that such acts of 
brutality and humiliation were 
absent from our army. We have 
to ensure that such an ugly and 
dangerous thine .doesn’t happen 
again,” she saidin a letter to toe 
committee quoted by the Yediot 
Ahronot daily. 
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Initial findings of the army 
probe published by two newspap- Join¬ 
ers Tuesday show the sokfiers nJ 
roused Shahar from sleep for tbe 
mock trial after being ordered by JJpjs. ; 
the company commander to jpye ^ jor.- 
him a “motivation lecture?’ igjacaft-: 

The unit commander entered ~ 
the tent during the trial and Jim..,- 
brought it to an abrupt halt, the ^ 
Maanv daily said. . * 

But the officer then reportedly ^ .i., 
ordered Shahar punished by serv- 
mg Two boms’ guard duty wear- 
mg a helmet. It was after the . 

older that Shahar shot himself, 
Themicide hy ted tbd tomy to 
publish for the first time, former- , 
ly classifie d statistics on toe sob-- ••• 
ject. Television Monday , esti- ',JSt 1 
mated the number of suicides at 
50 a year. c 

But. a military spokesman said ^ 
toe average was 27 a year and * 
that the toll was fluctuated be- NA" 
tween 15 and 39. Smce last April 
there have been 24 suicides, toe 
spokesman said. VlCESS E 

The spokesman said tbe figures 
match Western statistics for toe 
same age group and cwo-drirds of 
■suicide cases were due to causes ^ K 
unrelated to the army, such as 
personal problems. “ 

But Israeli media suggested toe a 11 
figures may be higher and that •wfETFI 
even those released by the unlit- ^faalned i 
ary were cause for concern. ^be*il] 
“Tbe figures are frightening. % falnme: 
The numbers published may not 
be accurate but it is dear we are 
talking about dozens of suicides 
in the army a year,” columnist -Zip* 10 
Avraham Thresh wrote in the a ih 
Maariv daily. “This is a great deal 
and it seems to me this isn’t tbe 
way it has to be.” . -Jr 

Psychologists warned of signs jgJgro 
that toe behaviour of soldiers 
attempting to quell the uprising m e 

the occupied territories could be tel Pi 

seeping into the army itself. - few 
‘There is an element of legiti- ■ & 

nosing aggression. It can begin 
with people considered enemies Alia 

and then be transferred to those /Bon¬ 
not considered enemies but who 
perhaps at a certain momeatare . 
disliked,” said Ofra Meisles, a . ^n il0 J 
psychologist interviewed on toe [ 

radio. ~ 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773HI-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15J0 . Koran 

15:48.Programme review 

15:45 .CbOdrcn's programme 

17:38 .Educational programme 

ISM .News summary in Arabic 

1&85 . Cairo new* message 

I&30. Local programme 

2M0 .News in Arabic 

20£9 .Arabic series 

21:38.Arabic programme 

23:88 .News in Arabic 

23*48 .Way “Petra" 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:18.Documentary 

I&3B. L'Appart 

1M®.News in French 

15:15 .Varieties 

19d0.News in Hebrew 

3fcB0 .News in Arabic 

2fc38 . Empty Nest 

21:08 .AD the Rivers Rim 

22&8 .News in English 

22£9 . News series 

PRAYER TIMES 

0W5 .. Fajr 

06 M> . (Sunrise) DuEa 

IU 22 . Dimhr 

14:14 . Asr 

1&38 .Maghreb 

17:59. ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swdffcb, 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Cbnrcb. Tel. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the A nra m da ttoa TcL 
637440. 

Dc la SaHe Chard Tel. 661757 
Tonsaata Orach Tek 622366 
Church of the Annnnrtndoa Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcn Church TeL 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TeL 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Itenmtioaal Orach Ttel. 
68S326. 

Evangelical Lnthenm Church Tek 
811295. 

The Church of Jeans Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815S17. 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Gradual rise in temperatures wiS 
occur and some clouds appear at 
metSnm and high akitndes- wards wiB 
be easterly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
wifl be northerly moderate and seas 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min Anax. temp. 

Amman. 8/21 

Aqaba. 13/27 

Deserts . 6/21 

Jordan Valley. 12/25 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 12. Aqaba 26. Humidity readings: 
Amman 39 per cent. Aqaba 34 per 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Wafaab Awad_746070 

Dr. Ah As ad . 897919 

Dr. Kbalcd Yousef...657129 

Dr. Mahmoud AI 'Allan. 8948 66 

F et do w s pharmacy .778336 

AI Asema pharmacy.637055 

Nairookh pharmacy.623672 

AI Salam pharmacy.636730 

Yacoub pharmacy.644945 

Shmcktni pharmacy.637660 

ntznh 

Dr. Ahmad AI Bishtmi_....... (—1 

AI Sharaa’ pharmacy. (98S238) 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Shams AJ Jafari. (—) 

KhaBfeh pharmacy.985417 


Qvfl Defence Department_ 

Chrfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 

rwii Defence I’ noy i' j ....... 

Rescue PoEce.192.621111, 

Fire Brigade.. 

Blood Bank .. 

Highway Police.... 

Traffic robce ..... 

PnbBe Security Department.... 

Hoed Complaints.. 

P rice CfftinrEP'iitr_-_ 

WaterancTsewenge 

CbmplBzats.—. 

Amman M mririps Bty 

Complaints—.. 

Telephone l ufa rw i im 

( rfrm-tnry . 

Central Amman Telep hone 


AbdafiTelephone Repairs ..... i 

Jordan Television . . 1 

Radio Jordan.‘ 

Water Authority..„( 

Jordan Elearjctty Asthority ... I 


Electric Power 

Company...636381 

RJ Fight Information. 08-53200 

Qnesn Alia IntL Airport.. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Ihai c in Medical Centre... 
Khatidi Maternity, J. Am 
AkBefa Maternity, J. Ama. 
Jabd Amman Maternity... 
MaOiai. J. Amman . 

Palestine. Shmehani_ 

Shmeimi Hospital.. 


Al-Mnasher Hospital. 

The Irianar. Aboah.. 

AJ-Ahh, Abdab . 

I tafias. At-Mnhaireea. 

At-Basfair, J. Ashrafieh..... 

Anny, Marks ... 

Queen ASa Hospital ...._ 

Antal Hospital... 

ZAKQA: 

Zanja Govt. Homud. 

Zaira National Hospital .. 

Dm Sin* Hospital . 

IR1HD: 

Princes* Basma Hospital 
Greek Catho&c Hospital 
Urn AlNafea Hospital. 


. 813813/32 
.. 644Z8U6 
.. 642441/2 
..... 642362 

.636140 

. 664171/4 
....669131 
— 84584 5 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
.._ 674155 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This infocatntiOB is SBppGcd by Royal 
Jonbudm (RJ) information depart¬ 
ment at tbe Queen Aba hK ffllts m rf 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, wbere it 
rbooU always be verified. 


Rpy»l Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

Ohio ...Jeddah (RJ) 

ff-45 .. Dnbai, Aba Dhabi raj 1 

1 M 4. . Dtaahras, Emnit (RJ 1 

W t lS ........................ LamacafRJ 1 

Mill ................. Caho. AnabauU 1 

as=ss| 

2255 .London. Frankfurt (RJ 

. . Madrid, Rome (RJ 

Chicago, New York, Vienna 

(RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

8839 . Dubai (AZ) 

.-.- Baghdad (lAf 

1WI...Jeddah (SV) 

12:15 -.Sana’a. Jeddah (TY) 

13:6® .. Bcnahazi ft ni 

.r&SakM 

.Ankara, Istanbul (TK) 

1WS. Frankfurt (LH) 

2838.Tripo&fPK) 

21^8.Paris, Damascus (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

11:15 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
.Toms. ChsaWanea tiuj 

.. Knrw nuDhahran (RJ) 

^4S-Bahram.AbuDhafaihu) 

.NewDeUnhu) 

—.Cairo fRJ) 

21:15 .Cdewta, Bangkok (RJ) 

Otlw Rights (Terminal 2) 

.tendon (BA) 

...Bdnn (ME) 

H 

iisoo.. 

ss —. 

13:15 ..i«ldah. Sana’a (TY) 


.—-.Benghazi! 

™.-.KmndlC 

15:10 ...Dhahran ( 

3fc2S...Sana! 

.1..Karachi! 


Uppcrftower price 
Apple.. 


Cabbage. 

Carrot.. 

Cauliflower_ 

Coen... 

§£££» 

Dates. 


Gnpebdt .. 

l ^romat __ 

Mallow. 

ManrwO^p-) .— 

Marrow (anafl)_ 

Okra 

Giro.. 

Onion (dry)__ 

Onion (green)_ 

Orange... 

£=PP«fbat). - 

B5por (street)- 

Potato ..... 


omatoes ..... 


n Gk pet kg. 
.... 420 / 380 
..... 450/400 

. 400 / 350 

..._ 320/270 
200/160 

_ 370/320 

..... 220/180 
..... 250 / 200 
.... 120/» 
._. 250 / 208 
..... 500 / 350 
_ 180/140. 

850/750 
..- 220/190 
;... 210/100 
^.. 150/100 

_ 300/ 70 

.... 230/280 
.... 620/560 
900/800 
270/220 
240 / 200 
460 / 400 
160 fW 
1601 SO 
_ 340 / 
500/450 
140/M0 
280/230 
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Seminal- urges control 


— * i * ij • 


AMMAN (Petra) — A three-day 
synmoshnn on die environmental 
implications and foe usage of 
waste water in irrigation ended 
Tuesday with a call for constant 
monitonag and control of treated • 
waste water to ensure itssmabfl- 
Hy for rase in agriculture. 

- ‘ The symposium recommended 
th^rfodustiial waste be separated 
front waste water to ensure prop¬ 
er and safe nsage of treated water 
m'-agticultiire. = 

-The symposum, organised by 
the ' Joroan" Cooperative Orga¬ 
nisation (JCO), in cooperation 
with tbe West German Friedrich 


Neumann Foundation and the 
Jordanian Society for the Preven¬ 
tion of Env ir o nm ental Pollution, 
discussed 11 working papers on 
scopes and prospects of using 
treated waste water in agricul¬ 
ture. The symposium discussed 
the effects of using water from 
King Talal Dam on tbe environ¬ 
ment and population. 

The meeting also studied the 
side-effects of waste water on soil 
and ground water in addition to 
die economic advantages of using 
treated waste water for agricultu¬ 
ral purposes. 


tg®- pkyed liy “foe Jordan' fare Fund, Mu’ia University, the 

^Sphate >gnes Company Ministry of Planning -and the 
(JrMC) and. the Arab Potash Kara! Cooperative Organisation 
Company; (APC) in developing will take part in tbe symposium. 


strategy for campaign 


AMMAN (LT;> — Students 
-from a dinical instructors prog¬ 
ramme, an Italian-sponsored pro¬ 
ject, wffi conduct a field study on 
selected target audiences for die 
purpose of developing strategies, 
messages, materials, selecting 
ap pro pr i a te - ch ann els of com¬ 
munication^ institutional net¬ 
works and activities for an AIDS 
health educationpromotion cam- 

pai gH ’ ’ "■ - 

Dr: Najjar :- Zrad, a health 
education speaofift ioThc^Mmis-. 
try of Heahh who will .direct and 
supervise- the stndy, said the 
/‘strategies will akajxmriderhow 
to_ integrate diffeTent messages 
apd. channels to rdnforoe and 

targ fr 

audiences, he said: ‘Tor AIDS' 
health promotion and education 
target audiences are people shar¬ 
ing common characteristics re¬ 


lated to the spread of HTV (the 
AIDS virus) to whom promotion 
messages should be provided. 
Common characteristics include 
the practice of a particular risk 
behaviour, membership in a par¬ 
ticular institution or reference 
group and so on.” 

• “People with some background 
in common are better reacted 
with information and education 
adapted to their particular needs. 
They have a shared perspective, 
common problem, use similar 
language, listen to same radio 
station and have confidence in 
simil ar sources of information. 
This makes it easier for them to 
learn and supported) other in 
learning,” Na/jar $aad_ in answer 
tb why.the - 'study is targeting a' 
certain audience, and not the' 
general public. .. 

The study wQl take up to eight 
weeks. • 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


PRINCESS BASMA ATTENDS RECITAL: Her Royal High¬ 
ness Princess Basma Tuesday attended a music recital by smdents 
from -various .parts of the country as part of the on-going 
-celebrations marking JEfis Majesty King Hussein's birthday. Stu¬ 
dents from government schools in Madaba, Karat, Ajtoun, Zarqa, 
Ddr Alla, Bfelqa and Ramtha participated in the recital. Also as 
part of the celebrations. Army Chief of Staff Fatbi Abu Taleb 
attended a music recital by. the military band Tuesday (Petxa). 

CABINET FINALISES KING’S SPEECH: The Cabinet Tues¬ 
day finalis ed -His Majesty King Hussein’s speech from the throne 
which be will deliver next Monday at the opening session of the 
new Parliament (Petra). 

PREMIER MEETS PAKISTANI ENVOY: Prime Munster 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Tuesday received the outgoing P akistani 
ambassado r to. Jordan, who called on the prime minister to bid him 
farewell at the end of his tour of duty in Jordan (Petra). 

UDD BAZAAR: On the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein’s 
birthday, the Urban Development Department (UDD) is holding a 
bazaar Saturday at Hotel Jordan Inter-Continental. The bazaar, 
. held under tee patronage erf the British ambassador in Amman, 
;Will,.mcliule embroideries and ceramics by families, whom the 
*UDD is helping improve their incomes (J.T.). 


SWED1SH MEDAL: King Carl Gustav of Sweden has conferred 
upon University of Jordan President Mahmoud A1 Sauna, the 
• Swedish Polar Bear Medal of tbe Order of Commander in 
appreciation of his efforts in the field of science (Petra). 

; 14 SENTENCED FOR DRUGS: The Military Court Tuesday 
sentenced 14 people including four Syrian nationals and one Saudi 
Arabian, to prison terms ranging from five to 20 years with hard 
labour and'foe payment of fines ranging from JD 5,000 to JD 
20,000 for importing, peddling and trafficking in hashish and other 
drugs. One Of foe convicted Syrian nationals is a woman, Bukhtieh 
Qascni Barakat Masaeed, who was sentenced to seven and a 
half-years in prison- and foe payment of JD 5,000. Three of those 
convicted were sentenced in absentia. The military governor, who 
is. foe prime minister, has endorsed the sentences (Petra). 


whatts going om 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
.the daily. Arabic press. Readers are advised, to verify die fisted 
time and place with foe concerned institutions. 


■j^An art exhibition by Jordanian artists Sanaa Bonrini and Abir 
Ate Jadeh at Alia Art Gallery. 

* An art exhfibltion eiititled “The BfaK Rider” at the Goethe 
... Institute. ._y 

☆ A photographic exhSbitioa entitled “ Amm a n Today” at tbe 
- Royal Cultural Centre. 

DIALOGUE 

* Worbteet dhdogue on Women hi Arts at the American Centre 

SYMPOSIUM 

A symposium on cinema in Jordan at foe Royal Cultural Centre 
’. — ftW p.DL 



Challenges of disability 
focus of Amman meeting 


Canadian Ambassador Michael BeD, who pre¬ 
sented a Canadian gift of dental equipment to AJ 
Hussein camp In Amman Tuesday, Is briefed on 
the camp’s health fedBties operated by tbe United 


Nations Relief and Work Agency (UNRWA) as 
UNRWA Director in Jordan Kb Saaf looks on 
(Petra photo) 


Canada contributes clinic to Hussein camp 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Canada has contributed a 
dentist dime to the A1 Hussein refugee camp in 
Amman. The dime will be operated by the 
United Nations Relief and Works Aency 
(UNRWA). 

The fully equipped 516,000-clink: will provide 
services to nearly 30.000 camp residents, accord¬ 
ing to UNRWA officials present at a presentation 


ceremony. 

Canadian Ambassauor to Jordan Michael Bell 
presented the gift to UNRWA Director in Jordan 
Ele S*flf and later toured the UNRWA health 
centre. He was briefed on medical services to tbe 
refugees. The centre is an integrated complex 
providing mother and child health care, examina¬ 
tion rooms and a pharmacy. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A nine-day 

conference on capabilities and 
needs of disabled persons in 
Western Asia Tuesday studied 
two working papers dealing with 
foe causes of disabilities and foe 
main problems facing these peo¬ 
ple and their immediate needs. 

The first paper on the causes of 
disabilities, presented by tbe Un¬ 
ited Nations Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs, attribute many disabili¬ 
ties to wars, acts of violence, 
poverty and malnutrition. There 
are at least 500 million disabled 
persons in the world today suffer¬ 
ing from various forms of hand¬ 
icaps, mental or physical, the 
paper said. 

The paper also reviewed va¬ 
rious efforts by U.N. agencies in 
cooperation with national gov¬ 
ernments to rehabilitate the dis¬ 
abled. 

Tbe second paper focused 
attention on the needs of foe 
disabled in Western Asia. It also 
reviewed United Natioos-spon- 
sored World Programme of Ac¬ 
tion to help foe disabled. 

The delegates to the confer¬ 
ence, organised by foe United 
Nations Economic and Social 


Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA), held a general discus¬ 
sion on the obstacles impeding 
the implementation of this prog¬ 
ramme in die ESCWA region and 
the United Nations a'gencies’ con¬ 
tributions for solutions. 

The conference, which was in¬ 
augurated by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Monday, is aimed at pro¬ 
viding a forum for experts to 
meet and exchange information 
on disability issues and to recom¬ 
mend specific programmes in foe 
framework of a regional plan of 
action for implementation by foe 
various organisations of disabled 
persons in tbe region, according 
to a United Nations statement 
here. 

Tbe conference is intended to 
promote disability-related nation¬ 
al, regional, and international 
technical cooperation activities 
and sharing of resources for pur¬ 
poses of personnel training, ex¬ 
change of information and policy 
and programme development and 
research, the statement said. 

The regional office of foe Un¬ 
ited Nations Educational, Scien¬ 
tific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) in Amman, in coor¬ 
dination with ESCWA, Tuesday 


opened an-exhibition of modern, 
techno logical, eduational aids for 
handicapped children. The ex-, 
hibition includes a collection of 
publications on special education 
and rehabilitation as well as pnb? 
lications on foe work of various 
Arab and international organisa¬ 
tions to rehabilitate the disabled. 

The Amman conference is 
sponsored by ESCWA, in coop¬ 
eration with the United Nations 
Centre for Social Development 
and Humanitarian Affairs, the 
Arab Gulf Programme for the 
United Nations Development 
Organisation (AGFUND), the 
regional bureau of the Middle 
East Committee for the Welfare 
of tbe Blind, the Organisation of 
tee Petroleum Exporting Coun¬ 
tries Fund and the government of 
the Netherlands. 

Is connection with the ongoing 
conference, 44 blind gills from 
the Egyptian “A1 Noor Wal Amal 
Orchestra” performed a concert 
at the Palace of Culture. It was 
attended by Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zaid and partici¬ 
pants of the conference as well as 
members of the diplomatic corps 

in Amman . 


Latest ‘raw fat report’ dismissed as ‘defamation campaign’ 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN—Authorities Tues¬ 
day dismissed reports that sam¬ 
ples of raw fat taken from a 
major food-producing estab¬ 
lishment in Jordan were found 
unfit for human consumption 
by its laboratories. 

A spokesman for the Public 
Security Department (PSD), in 
a statement carried by the Jor¬ 
dan News Agency, Petra, dis¬ 
missed as baseless reports teat 
the authorities had seized an 
unspecified quantity of raw fat 
unsuitable for human con¬ 
sumption in one of the ware¬ 
houses belonging to one of the 
major establishments in 
Jordan. 

Director of foe Department 
of Preventive Security Briga¬ 
dier Adel Armouti said, in 
a statement given to Petra, that 
his office had earlier seized one 
tm of raw fat an'd that after ate 


. analysis of a lab test carried out 
at the Customs Department’s 
laboratories, it was found that 
it contained animal fat/ 
According to Armouti, in¬ 
vestigators had revealed that 
the tin belonged to an Egyp¬ 
tian labourer working and 
staying in the food producer’s 
warehouse and that he was 
using it for his personal use. 
Armouti said that copies of a 
Customs Department letter 
addressed to the Department 
of Preventive Security on foe 
results of the lab tests had been 
“leaked” by unknown parties 
to the public in order to “de¬ 
fame the food-producing 
establishment in question.” 

Hundreds of photocopies of 
the letter from the customs 
department, with the letter¬ 
head and apparent signatures 
of customs officials, addressed 
to the Department of Preven¬ 
tive Security stating that raw 
' fat' samples taken from * tbe 
‘ food-producing establishment 


in question were found “unfit” 
for h uman consumption had 
been circulating in the city of 
Amman. The letter had given 
the name of the establishment. 

Armouti told Petra that the 
aim of circulating the letter was 
“to inflict harm on the res¬ 
taurant for pure commercial 
reasons.” 

Tbe unidentified PSD 
spokesman told Petra that 
while the department was dis¬ 
closing the truth of the matter 
to the public, it was also 
“appealing to all citizens to be 
careful when they hear such 
rumours or receive written 
memorandums that tty to dis¬ 
credit our economic institu¬ 
tions.” 

The official, however, have 
made no official denial of the 
validity of tbe letter itself, 
although their statements 
questioned tbe validity and in¬ 
terpretation of its contents. 
The official whose name 
appeared as' the signatory 'on 7 


tbe letter, Adel Qudah, could 
not be immediately reached for 
comment by the Jordan T im**: 

Minister of Health Zuhair 
Malhas told the Jordan Times 
that he found the letter and its 
contents “very strange.” 

“I would say that it was not 
entirely in their (foe depart¬ 
ment of customs) jurisdiction 
to make reports that any food¬ 
stuff is fit or unfit for human 
consumption because the fina l 
tests that deride such matters. 
are conducted in the laborator¬ 
ies of the Ministry of Health,” 
Malhas told foe Jordan Times 
Tuesday evening. 

“Until several tests are made 
and net findings are finalised 
no-one can make foregone 
conclusions,” the minister 
added. 

The Ministry of Health aud¬ 
its laboratories had no know¬ 
ledge whatsoever of the test¬ 
ing, Malhas said referring to 
the letter. “We have been tak- 
1 mg raw fat and ghee samples 


on a continuous basis and foe 
establishment in question has 
been under as much scrutiny as 
any other food producing 
establishment in the'country,” 
he said. “We have found none 
of foe samples we have tested 
to be unfit for human con¬ 
sumption.” 

It was not known whether 
the raw fat that was tested by 
the Department of Customs 
was part of a large consign¬ 
ment of unprocessed cooking 
oil which surfaced in Amman 
three months back. 

The raw fat case or the “sew¬ 
age express affair” as it has 
come to be known, surfaced in 
September after five sewage 
trucks were intercepted and 
found to be carrying the 
“smuggled substance. Subse¬ 
quently, police seized 350 ton¬ 
nes of raw contaminated fat 
and closed down 14 sweet¬ 
shops, bakeries, biscuit and 
chips factories. Subsequent in¬ 


quiries revealed that the fat 
had been siphoned into sewage 
trucks in transit in tankers to 
Iraq from foe Port of Aqaba. It 
was destined for use in soap 
production in Iraq. 

The fat originated in tbe Far 
East and tests conducted by 
the Ministry of Health found 
that although the substance 
was not toxic, it was not fit for 
h uman consumption. 

The final session of the trial 
in which 127 defendants are 
being tried of smuggling, trans¬ 
porting, selling and buying and 
using the unprocessed raw fat 
in foodstuffs, was rescheduled 
Tuesday for the fourth time 
this month. 

Informed sources said the 
verdict was expected to be 
announced Thursday. The full 
names of the suspects have not 
been released and officials said 
details of only those found 
guilty by the mditaiy court wll] 
be released for publication. 


Ministry seeks to address 
rise in occupational injuries 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
8,437 occupational injuries occur¬ 
red in Jordanian factories and 
workers in 1988 up from 5,907 in 
foe previous year, registering an 
increase of 42 per cent. The 
increase warrants extra precau¬ 
tions to be implemented to en¬ 
sure the safety of workers. Minis¬ 
ter of Labour Jamal A1 Bedour 
said Tuesday. 

The direct cost of injuries last 
year was estimated at JD 81,000 
while the direct cost was placed at 
JD 8 million excluding psycholo¬ 
gical and other adverse effects, 
the minister said in an opening 
address to a seminar on factory 
safety. 

. “Over the last few years, Jor¬ 
dan witnessed major develop¬ 


ments in the industrial sector 
which have resulted in more fac¬ 
tories and the use of various types 
of equipment, chemical and 
radioactive materials and other 
industrial inputs that have contri¬ 
buted to foe increase in occupa¬ 
tional injuries and human and 
material loss. This loss is de¬ 
trimental to the national eco¬ 
nomy,” the minister said. 

To deal with the problem, the 
Ministry of Labour has directed 
most of its attention to ensure 
safety for workers through in- 
spections to make sure factories 
abide by safety regulations. The 
ministry also provides advice on 
safety to industrial firms . a 

Several government depart¬ 
ments have been assisting tbe 


Ministry of Labour in carrying 
out this task, the minister added. 
He said representatives of these 
government departments have 
formed a Higher National Com¬ 
mittee operating under the 
Labour Ministry to improve safe¬ 
ty at factories and industrial com¬ 
panies. The committee, he said, 
also groups tbe Ovfl Defence 
Department (CDD) and tbe pri¬ 
vate sector. 

Dr. Fayez Suhehnat, director- 
general of the Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation (JIEQ, in 
his address focused on tbe safety 
measures taken by his depart¬ 
ment at the Sahab Industrial Crty, 
which comprises more than a 100 
industrial businesses. 



Jordan, Syria discuss 
development of basin 


India, friendship society 
celebrate Nehru birthday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — To conclude 
foe year-long celebrations con¬ 
nected with the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Birth Centenary and the 40tfa 
anniversary of India’s independ¬ 
ence, tbe embassy of India, in 
cooperation with foe Jordan-In- 
dia Friendship Society, is organis¬ 
ing a function on Wednesday at 
5:00 p.m. at the General Union 
of Voluntary Societies (GUVS) 
hall at Jabal Luweibdeh. 

Ahmad A! Lawzi, speaker of 
foe Upper House of Parliament, 
will inaugurate foe function. Dr. 
Abdullah Kbatib, president of 
foe Jordan-India Friendship Soci¬ 
ety, and Ambassador of India K. 
Gajendra Singh will also speak on 
Afferent aspects of Nehru’s life. 

Jawaharlal Nehru was bom on 
Nov. 14,1889, at Allahabad (In¬ 
dia). He was educated in England 
and became the first prime minis¬ 
ter of independent India on Au¬ 
gust 15, 1947 and held this post 
until his death on May 27, 1964. 
He adapted modem ideas and 
values and ways of thinking to 
Indian conditions. Apart from 
stressing secularism as the basis 
of his policies, he stressed on foe 
baric unity of India despite its 
racial ami religions diversity. He 
was deeply concerned and dedi¬ 
cated himself to cany India for¬ 
ward into foe modem age of 
scientific discovery and technolo¬ 
gical development. Loved by tbe 
Indian people, he aroused in 



Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first prime minister, with daughter 
Indira Gandhi 


them the awareness of the ne¬ 
cessity of social concern for the 

r r and foe outcast and "respect 
democratic values. The four 
pillars of his democratic policy 
were democracy, socialism, unity 
and secularism. He succeeded in 
maintaining and strengthening 
these policies throughout his life 
time. 

Internationally, Nehru was one 
of the greatest statesman of this 
century and co-author of the poli¬ 
cy of non-ali gnm ent along with 
leaders like Marshall Tito, Jamal 
Abdul Nassfer and others. 
Throughout his fife, be worked 


against colonialism and apartheid 
and was a staunch friend of 
Arabs. He strengthened India’s 
traditional ties of friendship with 
the Arab World and gave frill 
support to the Palestine cause 
and the Arab people. 

“The story of Nehru is also a 
story of India, for in the minds of 
men Nehru India have become 
one,” said a press release from 
the embassy of India. “While his 
life's labour was for his people 
and their freedom, his vision was 
one of a world without poverty or 
fear and blessed with peace.” 


| Hisham AJ Khatib 

Housing 
ministers 
begin talks 

SANAA (Petra) — The ministers 
of bousing from foe Arab Coop¬ 
eration Council (ACC) member 
states Tuesday started a three- 
day meeting here. 

The ministers will discuss 
means of implementing provi¬ 
sions of a bousing agreement 
concluded in Sanaa m September 
during a summit of the four ACC 
leaders. 

North Yemeni President Ali 
Abdallah Saleh received the 
ministers Tuesday. 

Acting Minister of Housing 
and Public Works Hisham AJ 
Khatib, who is minister of energy 
and mineral resources, is heading 
foe Jordanian delegation to the 
meetings. 

In Alexandria, Egypt, presi¬ 
dents of universities m tbe ACC 
countries met Tuesday to discuss 
means of unifying university reg¬ 
ulations throughout foe four 
ACC member states and scopes 
of cooperation in foe field of 
scientific research. 

The meeting was held at Alex¬ 
andria University under the 
chairmanship of its president, 
Mohammad Said Abdul Fattah, 
who in a speech underfilled foe 
great role played by foe universi¬ 
ties in fulfilling Arab aspirations 
and achieving bright future for 
the Arab citizens. 

A four-day meeting for dentists 
from the ACC countries wQl start 
Monday in Baghdad, Iraq. Parti¬ 
cipants will disenss means erf en¬ 
hancing and bolstering scientific 
and administrative cooperation 
and exchange of expertise among 
dentists associations in foe four 
countries. 


DAMASCUS (J.T.) — A joint 
Jordanian-Syrian technical team 
opened talks in Damascus Tues¬ 
day to discuss the development of 
tbe Hammad Basin, a semi-desert 
region covering the borders of 
Syria, Jordan, Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia. 

According to officials, foe com¬ 
mittee is focussing foe prospect of 
setting up a sheep fattening pro¬ 
ject at foe common border at an 
estimated cost of $5 mill ion to 
meet both countries’ require¬ 
ments of lean meat. 

Dr. Salem Muqattash from tbe 
Ministry of Agriculture, who is 
beading Jordan’s delegation to 
foe talks, said foe project entails 
developing approximately 
500,000 hectares of pasture land 
in two stages. Tbe project is 
expected to yield 650 tonnes of 
lean meat and 2,200 tonnes of 
milk as well as 120 tonnes of wool 
annuall y, acco r ding to-officials. 

Preliminary surveys have been 
conducted on the rite of tbe 
project. According to initial esti¬ 


mates, 15,000 beads of sheep 
could be raised in the first year- 
increasing to 40,000 beads in foe 
10th year of foe project, Muqat¬ 
tash said. 

Muqattash said he expected foe 
project to yield revenues and 
cover its capital in five years. 

He said foe minis ters of agri¬ 
culture in Jordan and Syria will 
be folly briefed on tbe outcome of 
the talks before further decisions 
can be made by the Joint Jordat- 
nian-Syrian Higher Co mmitte e. 

Jordan has carried out a series 
of measures to develop its side of 
foe Hmmad Basin for the benefit 
of its inhabitants in the semi- 
desert areas. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
which is in charge of the develop¬ 
ment scheme, has been drilling 
artesian wells and building 
to provide water and other infras¬ 
tructure work within the 36,772- 
square-kil ome tre area. 

Jordan’s part of the Hammad 
Basin constitutes nearly 22 per 
cent of the total area of the basin. 



RIYAD BANK 

Saudi Arabia 


Riyad Bank, one of the largest and most promi¬ 
nent banks in the Middle East is offering an out¬ 
standing professional opportunity to a qualified 

RC43NEY TRADER in the Treasury 
Division, Head Office, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

The candidate must be: 
AGGRESSIVE, SELF-MOTIVATED 
AND HAVE A GOOD TRADING RECORD. 

His primary responsibility will be trading one of the region's largest 
deposit and forwards books. 

Experience in the Saudi Riyal market will be considered an advantage. 

The position will include the following perquisite compensation pack¬ 
age along with a competitive base salary: 

• Housing Allowance. 

• Transportation Allowance. 

• One month annual leave with ft T. airfare ticket 

• Medical care and other benefits as provided by Bank policy. 

Qualified candidates only, please send your resume in confidence, 
including present salary to; 

MANAGER RECRUITING. RIYAD BANK HEAD OFFICE. 7D 
F.O. BOX 22613, RIYADH 11416, SAUDI ARABIA. 
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Equal rights 


IT IS gratifying and comforting to note that the Middle East 
region has taken time to address the issue of the disabled in 
spite of the fact that the countries of the region are beset by a 
multitude of political and economic problems. And to 
underscore the significance of the needs of the disabled in 
the Arab World, Her Majesty Queen Noor herself gracious¬ 
ly inaugurated the conference on the disabled which started 
its tietiberatkras Monday under the auspices of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA), the U.N. Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs and the regional bureau of the Middle 
East Committee for the Blind in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Social Development. 

Above all, those Arab people who have become disabled 
by armed conflicts, accidents, inter-marriage or other 
means most be pleased to know that their fellow citizens are 
still aware of their ordeals and agonies and are trying hard 
to deal with them in the most effective ways. Queen Noor 
summarised the problem very well when she stated that only 
through the realisation of peace in the region and the 
establishment of justice would the needs and rights of some 
15 million disabled Arabs be addressed. 

Obviously these two generic characterisations of the 
essence of the issue of the disabled in oar midst can be given 
further expression by introducing the necessary amend¬ 
ments to ah international and domestic human rights 
legisla tion s that would incorporate the necessary language 
eating fur the protection of the human rights of the 
disabled. Such additional language should aim at according 
equal treatment to the disabled in employment, as well as in 
economic, social, and educational opportunities. As interna¬ 
tional instruments on human rights are already incorporat¬ 
ing language to eradicate all forms of d i s c r im i natio n, 
inducting those related to fatal diseases—such as AIDS—it 
is high time that the disabled also receive the right kind of 
attention with a view to protecting than from'all forms of 
discrimination. 

What is even more important than safeguarding the 
human rights of the disabled is to prevent the occurrences of 
d i sabil it y whether by wars, inter-marriage or by industrial 
and road accidents. Therefore, the conference on the 
disabled is invited to concentrate above all on ways and 
means to prevent disability by promoting peace In the 
Middle East, by recommending the incorporation of legisla¬ 
tions in all the countries of the region calling for the 
abolition of inter-marriage, and by calling for stricter roles 
governing driving and industrial practices. In all such 
endeavours one would need a comprehensive educational 
and information drive to complement the legislative erne. As 
for inter-marriage per se, which is perhaps the biggest and 
most serions sflent and veiled contributor to disability 
among Arabs, Islam can come to the rescue by invoking the 
famous edict of Prophet Mohammad which calls on the 
faithful to abstain from marrying from the members of the 
same family. The necessary ideas and tools are indeed 
available, what is still la cking is the will to do something 
about them. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday voiced pessimism over the future 
peace prospects in die Middle East region in the light of Yitzhak 
Shamir's recent statements in the United States and Washington’s 
biased attitude towards the Jewish state. The paper said Washing¬ 
ton's failure to commit itself to the proposed international peace 
conference on the Middle East and Shamir's outspoken declara¬ 
tion rejecting any withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories 
can only aggravate the situation. The announcement in Washing¬ 
ton that the U.S. administration is now making an overall 
reassessment of the whole situation foil owing Shamir’s talks with 
U.S. administration officials can by no means improve the 
situation, said the paper. It noted that the United States has 
proved itself totally behind Israel’s plans and tending to throw the 
Palestine problem into new dark tunnels; and therefore tittfe hope 
can be expected. The paper also noted that the United States is 
continuing its various forms of support for Israel, thus encourag¬ 
ing the Jewish state and Shamir in particular to pursue an 
aggressive policy with total defiance to the will of the world 
community and disregard to international norms and principles. It 
is now dear that Shamir has never contemplated the idea of peace 
and is not interested in peaceful existence with the Arab 
countries, said the paper. It is therefore incumbent on the United 
States to follow a different course and take up a positive stand, 
otherwise there can be no hope for a peaceful settlement to the 
Arab-Israeh conflict. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily pays tribute to the new 
mibtary junta in Sudan which, he says, recently released Sudanese 
political leaders in a show of goodwill towards the various political 
groups in the country. Mahmoud RJmawi notes that the gesture 
came only five months after the new regime assumed power in 
Sudan, and at a time when the rulers are seeking peaceful 
negotiations with the rebels in the south to belp bring back 
stability to the country. The writer says the release of beads of 
political parties is a sign that the leadership in Khartoum is w illin g 
to follow this step by setting free other leaders and politicians, 
thus contributing towards political stability in Sudan. The present 
government in Sudan, the writer adds, is unfortunately facing the 
accu mu lating blunders and economic catastrophies left behind by 
the Numeiri's regime, and a country faced with famine, drought 
and continuous fighting in the south amidst rebel forces. The 
salvation of Sudan is a formidable task far greater than the 
present government can handle on its own without the assistance 
of the political parties and the Sudanese people, Rimawi notes. 
Therefore, he concludes, the military regime in Sudan should 
cooperate with political groups, unions, representatives of the 
nor* and south and various groups who can help the country 
escape from the present dilemma and pave the way for peace. 


A tide of racism confronts 
Palestinian workers 


By Marty RosenMuth 


. Computerised passes 

Then, on 17 May- Rabin 
. announced that all workers from 
the Gaza Strip would henceforth 
require special permits to enter 
Israel. He added that the govern¬ 
ment intended to extend such 
restrictions to the West Bank in 
the near future. Before the intro¬ 
duction of the latest measures, 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories did not need special 
permits to enter Israel, although 
workers have always been re¬ 
quired to register with govern¬ 
ment labour exchanges. 

The new permits were issued 
from 6 June. It soon became 
clear, however, that the number 
of applicants was fewer than the 
authorities anticipated. After the 
curfew was lifted, the Unified 
Command, with foil support from 
union activists and community 
leaders, called a ten-day boycott 
during which all transport of 
workers to Israel effectively 
ceased. 

Even after the strike ended, 
many workers refused to register 
for the new permits, preferring to 
stay at home rather than cooper¬ 
ate with the authorities. Soldiers 
responded by imposing curfews, 
forcing workers onto buses 
headed for military headquarters, 
and then compelling them to reg¬ 
ister for the new ED card. The 
‘’strike forces" and “popular 
committees” which direct the up¬ 
rising at the grassroots level re¬ 
sponded to this forced registra¬ 
tion by collecting the cards almost 
as soon as they were issued and 
destroying them. 

The new permits, which sup¬ 
plement rather than replace the 
identification papers aO Gaza re¬ 
sidents over the age of 16 are 
already obliged to cany, consist 
of plastic cards with the worker’s 
photo on the front and a magnetic 
strip on the back. Designed to be 
read by computers connected to 
the centralised information sys¬ 
tem maintained by the security 
services, they allow the army to 
monitor and thus maintain strict 
control over the movements of 
the workers into and out of the 
Gaza Strip. 

According to Yitzhak Rabin, 
the acquisition of a plastic card is 
a privilege only to be granted to 
Palestinians with a “dead” secur¬ 
ity record. During the uprising, 
however, tens of thousands of 
residents from the occupied terri¬ 
tories have been arrested and/or 
detained, winch now disqualifies 
them from eligibility for employ¬ 
ment in Israel. Since any form of 
opposition to the occupation is 
illegal, any person who partici¬ 
pates in a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion. disobeys orders to paint : 
over nationalist graffiti, wears the 
colours of the Pales tinian flag, or 
even participates in educational ■ 
activities organised by the popo- i 


lar committees, could be barred 
from working in Israel. 


would be required to wait upon 
arrival until their employers pick 
them up and drive them directly 
to work. The employers would 
then be required to transport the 
workers directly back to the com¬ 
pound after work. 

“AH Arab workers who come 
to Petah Tikva wfll either be at 
work or at the terminal. We don’t 
want them on the streets,” Mayor 
Lev told the Jerusalem Post. 
“They are taking over the city!” 
Lev, a former Israeli military 
attache to South Africa, also de¬ 
manded that any Palestinian 
found walking the streets be im¬ 
mediately arrested. “This city is 
for Jews, not for Arabs,” he told 
the Post. 

The West Bank settlement of 
Ariel quickly followed suit by 
requiring all Palestinian workers 
to wear badges identifying them 
as “foreign workers”. This tune, 
however, the measure was de¬ 
nounced even by several right- 
wing politicians, who feared un¬ 
flattering comparisons between 
the badges and the yellow stars 
Jews were forced to wear by the 
Nazis. Yielding to public press¬ 
ure, policy was scrapped. 

Key government leaders, in¬ 
cluding cabinet ministers, have 
stoked the fires of racism spread¬ 
ing throughout the Israeli public. , 
During the same week that the 
new permit system was 
announced. Labour and Social 
Affairs Minister Mosha Katsav 
charged that Palestinian workers 
were attempting to sabotage and 
undermine the Israeli economy. 
While admitting “there is no con¬ 
crete proof’ for his allegations, 
Katsav accused Palestinian work¬ 
ers of putting glass in restaurant 
and hotel food, contaminating 
food products with spit and urine, 
and sabotaging medial equip¬ 
ment in hospitals. Katsav stated 
that workers had failed to put the 
required amounts of steel and 
cement into construction work, to 
the point where “one can expect 
the collapse of the residential 
buildings in which many Israelis 
live." 


DURING the popular uprising in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Palestinian workers employed in 
Israel have faced increased 
harassment and economic 
hardship- They have lost dozens 
of workdays, and in many cases 
have even been fired by their 
employers for either f ailing to 
report to their jobs due to ex¬ 
tended curfews and transport 
bans or alternatively for partici¬ 
pating in the regular general 
strikes called by the Unified 
National Command of the upris¬ 
ing. Additionally, Palestinian 
workers have also had to contend 
with increased .harassment at 
military checkpoints and a grow¬ 
ing number of physical attacks by 
police and racist gangs. 

In the past several months, a 
bad situation has deteriorated 
even further. The government, 
the Histadrut (the Israeli trade 
union federation), various muni¬ 
cipalities and settlement councils, 
and also private employers have 
been demanding and instituting a 
series of measures designed to 
exclude West Bank and Gaza 
Strip Palestinians from the Israeli 
labour market and replace them 
with Jewish workers. While such 
■ discrimination is not new and 
predates the uprising, since early 
summer hardly a week has gone 
by without the “problem" of 
Arab workers being openly dis¬ 
cussed in the Israeli media. 

Most Palestinian unionists and 
workers state that it is the govern¬ 
ment itself that is leading the new 
round of attacks, and there is 
much evidence for their claims. 
On May 15, Defence Minister 
Rabin announced that as part of 
the increased pressure to be ex- 
ccrdsed against Palestinians from 
the occupied territories if they 
persisted in their rejection of the 
government’s election plan, the 
number of workers permitted to 
enter Israel wonld be restricted. 
The next day, and without prior 
warning, the Israeli military au¬ 
thorities ordered all workers from 
the Gaza Strip employed in Israel 
to leave their jobs and return 
home immediately or face arrest. 
Simultaneously, the entire Strip, 
with a population of approx¬ 
imately 700.000, was placed 
under 24 hour curfew. 


“Hebrew Work” 


By linking the new permits to 
the official crackdown on “un¬ 
organised workers" (Palestinians 
from the occupied territories who 
have failed to register with the 
government labour exchange and 
lack the proper certification from 
the labour ministry), the govern¬ 
ment is attempting to dampen the 
growing anger in Israel over its 
failure to confront rising unem¬ 
ployment. currently at 10 per 
cent, its highest level in Israel 
since 1965. 

Almost immediately after 
workers from the Gaza Strip were 
forced to return home in mid- 
May, Israelis were brought in to 
replace them. For their part, em¬ 
ployers began offering higher 
wages and permanent positions 
where previously low-wage, long¬ 
term day-labourers bad faced 
constant job insecurity- These in¬ 
centives to Israeli workers to fill 
the vacuum were at least partially 
successful. 

Although the Histadrut did not 
formally comment on the threats 
made by Rabin against Palesti¬ 
nian workers, the union federa¬ 
tion lent its support to the gov¬ 
ernment's plan to replace Palesti¬ 
nians from the occupied territor¬ 
ies with Israelis. Histadrut 
General Secretary Yisrael Kessar 
called upon all sectors of the 
economy to cease relying on 
“cheap labour" from the territor¬ 
ies and urged a “return" to Avo- 
dah Ivrit (literally “Hebrew 
Work", historically the slogan for 
an exclusively Jewish’ labour 
force). 

More recently, the labour 
ministry announced that it was 
reviewing several plans to replace 
West Bank and Gaza Palesti¬ 
nians. One scheme currently 
being considered would allow un¬ 
employed Jewish workers who 
take low-wage jobs previously 
held by Palestinians to continue 
receiving unemployment pay¬ 
ments in addition to their 
wages. In the construction indus¬ 
try, the labour ministry, along 
with Histadrut-affiliated Budding 
Workers Union, is currently 
working on a proposal which 
would gjve Jewish workers train¬ 
ing for jobs in the building trades, 
full unemployment benefits for . 
rone year in addition to then 
salaries. 

The Histadrut has its reasons 
for wanting to get the plan under¬ 
way as soon as possible. Building 
Workers Union leaders have 
been stepping up their efforts to 
reduce the proportion of Palesti¬ 
nian workers in the construction 
sector and reestablish a Jewish 
presence. Currently over 60 per 
cent of those employed in the 
building trade are residents of the 
occupied territories. 

Other industries are also reduc¬ 
ing the number of jobs available 
to Palestinians. And Jewish set¬ 
tlements in the Gaza Strip have 
tried to replace Palestinians 
working in construction, mainte¬ 
nance, and agriculture. The set- 
tiers mounted an intensive but 
unsuccessful effort which in¬ 
cluded a job fair and bussing in 
hundreds of unemployed workers 
from nearby Israeli cities. 


Workers held hostage 


By explicitly linking the above 
measures to Shamir’s election 
proposal, the Israeli authorities 
are clearly trying to bold Palesti¬ 
nian workers hostage to the poli¬ 
tical process- On repeated occa¬ 
sions, in feet. Defence Minister 
Rabin and other Israeli politi¬ 
cians have claimed that employ¬ 
ment in Israel is not a right but 
rather a privilege that can be 
revoked at any time. The reality, 
however, is that most workers 
from the occupied territories 
simply have no choice-, over the 
past 22 years, the militaxy govern¬ 
ment has blocked all attempts by 
Palestinians in die West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to develop auton¬ 
omous economic infrastructure 
which could provide alternative 
sources of employment. 


“The Arabs are coming!” 


In addition to the newly im¬ 
posed permit system and govern¬ 
ment-inspired mass dismissals, 
Palestinian workers have also 
faced a series of locally oiganised 
initiatives to segregate them com¬ 
fortably out of Sight or, failing 
this, exclude them altogether. 
The mayor of Petah Tikva, Giora 
Lev, announced a plan to bar 
Palestinian workers from moving 
freely through his town. Lev 
proposed the construction of a 
special terminal on the outskirts 
of Petah Tikva where workers 


Palestinian union leaders fear 
that the new policy will mean 
that West Bank and Gaza Strip 
workers will face even worse con¬ 
ditions on the job than before; in 
a situation where Palestinians 
need their wages more desperate¬ 
ly than ever can be fired at will to 
be replaced by Jewish workers, 
Israeli employers can use threats 
of dismissal to devastating effect. 

While the new identity cards 
ana the rise in Israeli racism 
complicate the already serious 
problems of Palestinian labour in 
the short term, union activists see 
long term political and economic 
change as the only viable option 1 
for an improvement in the situa¬ 
tion. As one West B ank unionist 
put it, “the real solution would be 
for us to develop our own eco -1 
nomy free from interference by | 
the Israeli authorities, to gain our j 
economic independence from . 
Israel" — Middle East Interna¬ 
tional, London. 


A farewell to arms 




to wait upon 


For eight years Julie Ffint, the Guardian's correspondent to 
Beirut, has reported its wars, its hostage taking and rts 
political bankruptcy. Now she is going home. Here she 
recalls the horror and humanity she leaves behind. 


Z TOUCHED down in Lebanon 
on December 9, 1981, and was 
immediately hijacked by militia¬ 
men seeking the release of Imam 
Musa Sadr, the ShTite leader who 
disappeared in Libya in 1978. The 
hijackers had already comman¬ 
deered a Libyan plane and 
wanted new hostages to exchange 
for fuel. I had only two words of 
Arabic-then — “thank you” and 
“goodbye*!-and saw no way of 
talking my way out of trouble. 
The only hope seemed to lie in 
walking out. 

We were initially held just out¬ 
side the main te rminal building, 
parked cars in front of us and 
offices behind. It was pitch-dark, 
the gunmen were nervous and the 
passengers hysteric, and so it 
seemed entirely sensible to vault 
through the nearest window. The 
hijackers saw nothing. But the 
clerk inside got np from his desk, 
picked me up in bis arms and 
heaved me back out over the sfll. 
Welcome to Lebanon. 

A second opportunity to hide 
away presented itself when the 
hijackers drove us back out to the 
plane, gathering us at the foot of 
the steps. Nowhere is as empty as 
an empty runway in the middle of 
the night and frightened people 
are poor companions. Better by 
far to climb into the plane, feign¬ 
ing hysteria, exhaustion, pre¬ 
gnancy... anything to be able to 
hide between seals rather than 
between people when the shoot¬ 
ing begins. But as I stode re¬ 
solutely up the steps, one of the 
hijackers plucked me by the 
sleeve and, speaking in English 
for the first time, said: “Yon must 
come back down. But don’t be 
frightened. It’ll be over soon.” It 
was only just beginning. 

Six months later Israel invaded 
Lebanon, accusing the U.N. 
spokesman who reported the adv¬ 
ance of giving away military sec¬ 
rets. The invasion marked the 
end of a year that had not seen a 
single killing in. Galilee, but that 
had seen Yasser Arafat received 
by die Pope. The PLO was be¬ 
coming respectable. “Operation 
peace for Galilee'' was designed 
to bomb it bade into the stone 
age. Memory is short in Lebanon, 
but,those were evil days and the 
images do not fade: the victims of 
phosphorous shelling, feces bub¬ 
bled like fired eggs and bodies 
bursting into flame even after 
death; the child who had been 
“degloved" dying, to the relief of 
her dry-eyed young father, not 
because her head had been skin¬ 
ned — “that’s no problem," said 
the doctor — but because the 
sheer number of casualties forces 
surgical “selection"; die spastic 
children at the ill-named Home 
for the Aged lying in their own 
excrement, three to a cot, as the 
half-mad fed the wholly mad out¬ 
side their door. We stroked the 
cheek of one little girl whose 
body was burning up with fever, 
her useless limbs thin and twisted 
like a spider's, and she smiled. 

When we returned the follow¬ 
ing day, with cigarettes for die 
handful of staff still running that 
desperate place on the edge of 
the Palestinian camps, she was 
dead. After the siege was over, a 
journalist who believed Israel 
maligned came to Beirut to dis¬ 
prove, she said, the use of phos¬ 
phorous. She had read of the 
destruction of our office, wrecked 
in an orange blast that irritated 
our skins for weeks. Perhaps the 
itching came from tracer bullets. I 
have never been so angry in my 
life. At Barbir Hospital, dead 
babies bad been plunged in buck¬ 
ets of water to stop toe burning. 

“Come with me, honey,” I 
growled, making for our “souve¬ 
nir" collection with murder in my 
heart, “and I’ll show you a 
155mm tracer bullet" After the 


evacuation of the PLO, there 
were brief hopes of national re¬ 
conciliation as Amin Gemayel 
embroidered promises of reuni¬ 
fication with pretty gestures. But 
gestures were all they were. The 
Gemayel years were grotesque, 
corrupt, wasted years —begin¬ 
ning with toe public execution of 
a murderer who was dragged 
untranqtrilised to toe gallows, hu¬ 
man dignity sacrificed to political 
posturing, and ending with 
Gemayel’s ealm bequest of a con¬ 
stitutional vend. 

They were difficult yeazs for 
foreign journalists — especially 
those suspected of having any 
sympathy for the Palestinian 
cause. Some were expelled, many 
fraragwt and women especially 
singled out. The accusations 
might have been funny had they 
not been so time-consuming — 
and had they not emanated from 
a regime that was making for¬ 
tunes from “reconstruction", tor¬ 
turing prisoners in the Informa¬ 
tion Ministry in west Beirut, traf¬ 
ficking in passports from the 
National Security Office in east 
Beirut. 

The excesses of Gemayel’s 
security and intelligence services, 
and lus army’s attack on toe 
Shi’ite southern suburbs as the 
first protests began, led directly 
CO the militia takeover of west 
Beirut in February Z984. The 
early days of Falange-free west 
Beirut were heady days, a unique 
opportunity for the “nationalist'’ 
parties to rescue west Beirut from 
neglect. But they blew it, in 
spectacular fashion. West Beirut 
was never more neglected, never 
more sectarian. “Nationalist” 

' fought “nationalist” and the city 
divided, amoeba-like, until toe 
battle lines ran from block to 
block. Foreigners, Christians, 
Armenians and Jews were kid¬ 
napped and killed. Criminality 
flourished, community floun¬ 
dered. Weapons were toe answer 
to everything as die Lebanese 
pound collapsed: blocked drains 
were unblocked with hand gre¬ 
nades; poverty was alleviated at 
gun-point. 

One glorious spring day in 
1986, out on a fishing expedition, 
we sailed into hundreds of dying 
gulls flapping silently in the 
waves, toe debris of a militia 
leader’s target practice. The Sy¬ 
rian army’s return to west Beirut 
in Februaiy 1987, at toe desper¬ 
ate request of west Beirut, 
brought a large measure of-re¬ 
spite. But still it was only just 
beginning. General Michel 
Aoun’s “war of liberation” 
against Syria’s “occupation", 
launched on March 14 this year 
with a criminal bombardment of 
west Beirut, was uniquely diffi¬ 
cult. It lasted twice as long as the 
Israeli invasion, with only a frac¬ 
tion of the number of ceasefires, 
and had none of its vibrancy. 
There was no sense of history-in- 
toe-making, no pride as east 
Beirut fought west Beirut with 
toe behemoths of the Second 
World War, no resilience in a city 
that is famed for it. 

That Gen Aoun’s short, 
shambling person was—and still 
is — a pandora’s box of national 
frustrations cannot be denied. He 
radiates contempt for the corrup¬ 
tion of traditional politicians, an¬ 
ger at toe self-serving diplomacy 
of toe West, despair over 15 yeais 
of war and foreign encroachment. 
He spoke, in the be ginning , for 
every Muslim who wanted never 
to cross another Syrian check¬ 
point and for every Christian who 
wanted a Christian hero after the 
likes of Gemayel. But his war was 
cataclysmic more than catalystic. 

It was ill-timed from the start. 
And at the end, as he dissolved 
parliament and farced every de¬ 
puty in the land into Syrian- 


controlled territory, it was comv 
ter-productive as well as almost 
’certainly unconstitutional., fo-; 
fighting the Syrian army, .Gen.. 
Aoun killed Lebanese. In want¬ 
ing Syria out, he brought Iraq in. ^ 
In “liberating” Lebanon, heim- ! 
prisoned toe Christian enclave, hi.: 
d emanding public morality and 
accountability, be whipped up a. 
wave of people-power .that, 
showed no respect for age or 
creed and answered to do one 
except him. 

One fine day in September,-as : 
toe artillery played allegretto, tny 
s m alt white cat lay down and. 
quietly died. It had amply bees- 
too frightening for too long. Tooi 
man y people had. fled the erty, - 
too many friends .had fled toe 
country — and not oidy'for Lon ¬ 
don and Paris, but for Australia, 
Csm aHa and Brazil. A$J bought 
my own ticket this week, tong 
after the final ceasefire, the travel..' 
agent held up a dozen passports . 
and, flicking through toe tide 
pages, read dates of birth that ran. 
from 1962 to 1971. “All these are 
■leaving,’-’ be said, bleaker than I 
have ever seen him. “We need 
them to build toe future, but they 
are not coming back.” 

The west Beirut I knew even in 
1981 is now an old lady wbo-no 
longer bothers to lie about her 
age — so changed that it is 
difficult to believe toe years can 
be stripped away. .On Hamra, 
where the beau monde paraded 
until dawn, squatters from occu¬ 
pied South Lebanon lead sheep 
indoors to slaughter. Women 
who knew toe good old days wait 
in fishnet and fagends in dimly, 
red-lit bars. Side streets smell of 
raw meat. Rotting vegetables are 
encrusted in the pavement. 
“Snake eater” and “Maid to 
order" are showing at the Estraie 
cinema. Young men hiss at yon 
and touch you as they pass. 

I shall miss pails, but no longer 
toe whole: gardenias in summer 
and sun on toe sea in winter, a 
coffee on the cornkhe and a 
fisherman’s snrile; the wannth of 
the ordinary people; toe small¬ 
ness of the city and the ease of the 
pace; the r agamuffin who used to 
sell cigarettes and roses outside 
toe Commodore Hotel and who, 
on glimpsing me in a pizzeria 
vears later, told the waiter with 
all toe gravity of a man: ‘Treat 
her well. We are old friends." 

I shall not miss toe garbage, the - 
greed of toe doUarmerchantt, toe ' 
vulgarity of rire warlords; *~the ” 
“martyrs" of Beirut; the deepen- . 
mg sectarianism; the militant 
Islam that can laugh at toe ordeal 
of hostages and toe muscular 
Christianity that does not know 
what compassion is. 

Despite the chaos in which 
Lebanon finds itself today, witha 
pretender in toe president’soffice 
m east Beirut and a clamant 
camping in the prime minister’s 
office in west Beirut, there are 
many who believe that this is, at 
last, the begriming of the end, toe- 
point at which Beirut begins to be 
reborn. There must have been a 
chance in tbe Gemayel years, as 
Israel reeled under toe weight of 
its own invasion, Syria retreated 
to the Beka’a valley and the 
“peacekeeping" armies of the 
west fled before toe car bombs of 
toe Islamic Jihad. But it was 
missed. 

Today there is glasnost, Arab 
consensus on Lebanon and tbe 
Intifada in the occupied territor¬ 
ies to move along toe primary, 
Palestinian problem. Political 
Maronism has agreed to political 
reform; and Last week, as toe 
Iraqi charge d’affaires congratu¬ 
lated President Muawad in west 
Beirut, east Beirut, eternally bet¬ 
ting on outside intervention, 
seemed at last to be on its own. 

Once the phenomenon of Gen 
Aoun has been resolved' the 
optimists say, Lebanon wfll be on 
course. The general has already 
been dangerously underesti-' 
mated. But maybe, just maybe, it* 
could be over soon. 
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at crossroads — 498 million people decide future 


By Michael Battye 

Reuter 


NEW DELHI — The world's 
biggest electorate is in the mood 
for change and looks ready to 
throw Prime Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi’s Congress Party out of power 
for only toe second time since 
India became independent. 

India is at a crossroads. Its 498 
million voters start deciding 
Wednesday which path leads to 
toe brightest future. 

Not only is the ruling party's 
grip on government at risk. Many 
senior Congress leaders are mut¬ 
tering about dropping Gandhi if 
he mis to lead the party back to 
power. 

That could mean the end of the 
Nebru dynasty. Gandhi, his 
grandfather Jawaharlal Nehru 
and his mother Indira Gandhi 
have ruled India between them 
for 37 of toe country’s 42 years of 
independence. 

Political analysts, diplomats 
and Renter reporters roaming the 
electorally decisive north all re¬ 


port a desire for change. 

The growing urban middle clas¬ 
ses have prospered during Gan¬ 
dhi's five years in power but are 
generally sympathetic to opposi¬ 
tion charges that tbe prime minis¬ 
ter and his party are co rru pt and 
want them to go. 

Many villagers complain then- 
lives have changed little' and say 
they have nothing to lose by 
voting for the opposition. 

In India, however, moods 
often change in the last few days 
before polling. Tbe country’s first 
election held under normal cir¬ 
cumstances could yet surprise tbe 
pundits. 

India’s previous eight elections 
since indep end ence in 1947 have 
been preceded by wars, deaths of 
leaden and, once, a state of 
emergency. 

Not this time. Gandhi has 
faced none of the cataclysms that 
produced waves of sympathy or 
revulsion in tbe past. * 

What is unusual in tbe 1989 
elections, which the country’s two 
leading opinion polls suggest 


Gandhi will lose heavily, is an 
almost united oppoatkm- 
Congress has never won a 
majority of the popular vote de¬ 
spite ruling India for all but two 
■ years of independence in a first- 
past-the-post system based on tbe 
model of its former British rulers. 

Even in the last elections in 
1984, when it won 415 seats in tbe 
545-member parliament on a 
huge wave of sympathy after the 
assassination of Indira Gandhi, 
Congress got only 48 per cent 
A three or four per cent swing 
would end its absolute majority. 
The latest poll suggests an eight 
or nine per cent swing. 

“Tbe unity of tbe opposition 
has a simple arithmetical impact. 
By not splitting tbe vote, tbe 
opposition picks np 75 seats, 
much means a swing ofl50,” said 
Prannoy Roy,- India’s leading 
pollster. 

But in India, a vast and varied 
country of 800 million people, not 
much is simple and two hugs 
questions hang over toe Nov, 22, 
24. and 26 elections. 


Gandhi has lost a hefty chunk 
of his traditional Muslim vote in a 
massive and often violent Hindu- 
MusGm furore over a sacred site 
both faiths claim in the northern 
state of Uttar Pradesh. 

But how many Hindu votes has 
be picked up in exchange? 

The other big question con¬ 
cerns 'memories. In 1977, Indira 
Gandhi ended a two-year state of 
emergency thinking she would be 
swept back to power on a wave of 
gratitude. 

Instead, Indians outraged by 
the suspension of their riyfl liber¬ 
ties, not <»ly swept to power an 
opposition united for toe first 
time, but voted her out of parlia¬ 
ment. 

That opposition government, 
including many of tbe same men 
again seeking power, fell apart 

after two years of bickering. cW 

gress swept back. 

_ So how many people wiH de¬ 
cide at toe last minute that a vote 
for toe opposition is too much of 
a risk? 

“It’s a big question and im¬ 


possible to answer. Bnt I drink 
there will be a lot,” said Roy, 
whose polls have shown a rapid 
decline in Congress popularity 
over the last three months. 

_ - Congress says the Muslim vote 
is craning back to the party in fear 
of the right-wing Hindu Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Party, part of the 
opposition electoral alliance. 

The alliance is also split over 
the temple dispute and Congress 
says this reinforces doubts about 
the opposition's abiirty to form a 
stable government. 

Congress says publicly it win 
wm more than 300 seats. 

Battlelines are being drawn 
over Gandhi's future and whether 
Congress should seek a coalition 
to ( Stay in power. 

* Gandhi s biggest mistaiM* was. 
not standing up to toe party 
power brokers. We have a party 
m^decay," one said. 

“Tm beginning to think defeat 
wonld not be a bad idea. It would 
give us a chance to dean out .toe 
“Stipulators, o p portunis ts and 
thud-raters," he added. 
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Small jobs, big profits 


By Rniina Robson 


grassroots non-governmental 
in; ' ^ riiATPMAl a rtTV n/u organisations (NGOs) dotted 
7V Crnr-~ Wben aronnd ^ capital and is super- 

ar^ , thieves robbed the-cafe of Ana vised by a secretariat that reports 

y <^7 to the country's ^vice- 

2J* 4? WE hS 5* president- “The NGOs allow the 

won,^ ABI she and hertai^nd bad left project to work more quickly and 

n efficiently than if it «- 

*> aged directly by the govern- 
Sl ‘ ment,” says Augnsio Maltez Ara- 

> 8°^ a Projectadvisor. “They 

for t faave 111016 experience with small, 

1 -f, -ssr.•.Tiafl.rasf m ?ru^s s ’' started * 

■Plent, bo^cs^thePeteoFmKmgot Veni^totS 

e 5? Arevalo’s government, .which 

4? f ‘STf SSLi^S® «pon election in 1986 launched a 

s£ sr£>r«t^SoSS: 

ed^ ^ntufag^t. The new 

ad ?• «portmg the aided moldings of ^hcy ^sorely needed after die 

iflyjjt economic crisis of the early 1980s, 

*£} when many “formal sector" jobs 

As it begaD to crowd ^ storase were lost as economic growth 

“wHhriit the smaH business 

“n St P ro g a P me, j5® h®* 1 th * ctined nearly fouf per cent a year 

gh C ^,?^^ W “"!g? ,a £ 1 i in real terms since 1980, whiletfae 
jink* * sma ^- toanat ^ currency, die quetzal, has sh rank 

{?> rep ?i^>h£n W ^ iZH J2" to less than 40per cent of its 1985 
jS**, ***“ expanding. vaJue< nat , onwide 

We now have-the money to have declined steadily. 

■JS 2??“ SUnfitL 5-8 * ■n* workforce, mean- 

. Mis. Peien Franco. Indeed, m while T is sw elling a< G uatemalans 

Ie ?iS^SrtS^^S. <? ’ ap ^ t fc IIS move from rural areas. Most of 
**«l mpkvi^tlKirpofitmargmhas the* arrivals eke out an mu*r- 

.** *, ™»«d “ I.***? 1“ tain living in the informal sector 

: *S kaoncbed hy the Guatemalan where th^r have toiled access to 

43 t g’t'ES™ ,n J ? 8S a either credit or job training, 

te yea., ® tom ' Understandably, hordes of 

On ited NahonsDCTelopmem Prog- entrepreneurs came knock- 

pr °i“ ing on the secretariat's door when 
1 seeks to help 40,000 mall, nnreg- a 1!n t 10I iai publicity campaign 
'cadi “t 1 ® 1 bnanesses. While boost- heralded the loan pro^ramm^ 
-T. £ mg ftmomic growth, and ula- -We had to set up an information 
■M dajsT * e a- taxre- office to give peSple loan contfi- 

iiifc ventres, .tn ate. tacktag a preb- ^ an( f fte tocation of the 

*«»5 °L!f? nearestNGO,-saysprojectadvi- 


aimed at stimulating business and 
democratising credit. The new 
policy was sorely needed after die 
economic crisis of the early 1980s, 
when many “formal sector" jobs 
were lost as economic growth 
contracted and inflation grew. 
Gross domestic product has de¬ 
clined nearly four per cent a year 
in real terms since 1980, while foe 
currency, foe quetzal, has sh rank 
to less than 40 per cent of its 198S 
value. Real wages nationwide 
have declined steadily. 

The urban workforce, mean¬ 
while, is swelling as G uatemalans 
move from rural areas. Most of 
these arrivals eke out an uncer¬ 
tain living in the informal sector 
where they have limited access to 
either credit or job training. 

Understandably, hordes of 
small entrepreneurs came knock¬ 
ing on foe secretariat's door when 


America; urban underemploy¬ 
ment. 


sor Yessid Barrera. To qualify, a 
business most be at least two 


The programme is ran by six yeare old, have two to seven 


employees and working c api t a l 
not exceeding $4,444. Those seen 
Ekely to maintain a ten per cent 
annual profit growth get a loan 
averaging $1,300. 

“With chequebooks in hand, 
these people deal with the large 
suppliers of the formal sector in 
what is often their first contact 
with the established business 
world," says Adrian Ceifuentes 
Rivera, an officer of the Banco de 
los Trabajadores (Workers* 
Bank), which agreed to distribute 
the credit. If foe entrepreneurs 
cannot sign their names on the 
cheques, they make a thumb¬ 
print. 

The risks of distributing small 
loans to people who have little or 
no experience in managing 
money are obvious. But the prog¬ 
ramme’s careful selection process 
and free management courses 
have helped mamram an excel¬ 
lent repayment rate. Last year 92 
per cent of the payments on loans 
totalling $4.7 million were made 
on time—better than foe nation¬ 
al average for commercial loans. 

Hie selection is handled by the 
NGOs, who are staffed by com¬ 
mercial managers, industrial en¬ 
gineers, economists and social 
workers. First their consultants 
screen the most promising pros¬ 
pects in tbeir district, then the 
Banco de los Trabajadores asses¬ 
ses foe management potential 
and financial viability before 
granting credits. Last year foe 
programme assisted nearly 4,000 
businesses, each of which created 
an average of 12 jobs. 

The NGO Fun demix supported 
600 small businesses in 80 different 
lines of work last year. “We've 
everything from plumbers and 
shoemakers to manufacturers of 
bird-cages and Worcestershire 
sauce,” says the NGOs Director 



rig 




A loan nahlfd this mirror-maker to triple production. 


Heria del Carmen Santos. Each 
weekend in Nfixco, a municipality 
of one million people just north 
of the capital, Fundemix holds 
sales of foe s y*afl businesses' 
goods. 

Mrs. del Carmen Santos visits 
foe businesses regularly, and 
helps iron out problems. The day 
she called on Hilario Grave 
Perez, the bird-cage maker was 
complaining that his loan of $444 
was not going far enough- “I still 
need a soldering iron,'a com¬ 
pressor and metal saw,” be com¬ 
plained. But she reminded him 
that since he had repaid more 
than 60 per cent of Ms loan, he 
was eligible under the program¬ 
me to roll it over. 

Mr. Grave Perez’s first loan 
allowed him to move his work¬ 
shop from a small back-room to a 
large salesroom on a main road. 
He doubled his output and hired 


nine more people, although he 
soon had to let five of them go. 
Still, during die last Christmas 
season, be made $2,600 in only 17 
days, compared with less than 
$300 the previous December, be¬ 
fore getting the loan. What be is 
most proud of is that his skills 
were recognised by a deluxe hotel 
in foe capital during last year’s 
national micro-enterprise fur. “I 
sold four cages for 900 quetzales 
($333) to Hotel Dorado," he 
says, showing his receipt as proof. 

Some of the businesses helped 
have started exporting. Others 
are replacing costly imports. In¬ 
ternational trade fairs for small 
businesses win be held this year in 
El Salvador, Honduras and Mex¬ 
ico, with foe aim of fostering 
exports and strengthening foe re¬ 
gional market too. 

Guatemala’s programme has 


Women in Bangladesh are finding some liberation from daily drudgery by finding work in factories, but they have few workers' rights little job security. 


8, ite.x^Ata, ^ liberation of sorts 


DHAKA, Bangladesh — Renu 
and Razia are not ordinary girls. 
Aged 10 and 12, foe sisters are 
envied by neighbours in their 
Babapura shim in Dhaka. Every* 
month they each bring home ab¬ 
out $10, wages earned as “hel¬ 
pers” in a garment factory two 
kilometres from home. 

Their father, Azar. Ali, mi¬ 
grated from south of Dhaka to 
the-capital in 1986. ; Initially^ fife 
was hard btt bis wife made a : fitt3er 
money grinding spices for a stu¬ 
dents’hostel nearby fox'which she 
got a few takas and a meal which 
she brought home to share with 
the family. 

Azar Ali learned to drive a 
rickshaw, but man and wife still 
earned barely enough to feed a 
family of six and pay $11.60 
monthly rent for foe one-room 
shanty they call home. 

Then a student, leader at the 
hostel got jobs for the sisters in his 
uncle’s factory. Renu and Razia 
work six days a week, from 8 a.in¬ 
to 4 p.m., with a half-hour break 
for lunch. But they cannot afford 
to bring food with them. They eat 
before starting for the factory and 
have to wait until evening for 
their next meal. 

If tire manager pleases, they 
have Fridays off. Overtime pays 
Taka 1.50 an hour (0.05 U.S.' 
cents) and foe girls are happy to 
have extra work. It is a bonanza 
for them. — 

The sheer economic despera¬ 
tion of workers like Renn and Razia 
makes them vulnerable to ex¬ 
ploitation. They .are unaware of 
their rights, and have no bargain¬ 


ing power as the altematives they 
face are starvation, begging or 
selling themselves. 

Today, nearly 300,000 workers 
have garment factory jobs. Over 
80 per cent of them are young 
women and children like Renu 
and Razia. 

The clothing business took off 
in 1980 when a Bangladeshi com¬ 
pany, with 500 workers, went into 
a joint .enterprise with a South 
Korean firm.' The Koreans 
offered training facilities and sew- 
ing machines to set up a factory 
wholly devoted to exports. 

By 1987, sales had risen to 2.3 
million shirts valued at $5.3 mil¬ 
lion. Garment factories 
mushroomed. Garments from 
Bangladesh’s 700 factories have 
overtaken jute products as foe 
country’s biggest export 

This has been a boon for poor 
urban women. From the start, 
young unmarried girls were pre¬ 
ferred because they were less 
trouble as industrial labour. 
Housemaids began deserting 
tbeir “begum sahibs" (mistresses) 
for better pay and freedom from 
the drudgery of domestic chores. 

Wages for domestic work are 
poor, rarefy exceeding U.S.S6 to 
$8 a month. Still, for some house¬ 
maids, foe additional benefits of 
food, board and clothes compos 
sate for foe poor wages, even if 
little leisure-time is accorded. 

Few many, however, factory 
life seems paradise compared 
with sweeping and mopping 
floors, dressing poultry, cleaning 
fish and preparing vegetables, 
washing and generally being at 


the beck and rail of ail the mem¬ 
bers of foe family of their middle- 
class employers. But some have 
discovered that factory life also 
has its drawbacks. 

Molina, a pretty 19-year-old 
maid who served Mrs. Abdullah 
for over eight years, abandoned 
the security of her mistress’ home 
to join the wide world of garment 
workers. She got a job easily, 
since she knew how to sew and 
iron. But it was not long before 
her regrets began. ' 

Her monthly income is about 
$20 bat this does not cover food 
and board and Molina has to 
share a room with a fellow-work¬ 
er’s famil y. The job, she soon 
discovered, was tedious and the 
manager often keeps workers 
back long after dusk to catch a 
shipment schedule. Overtime 
work is compulsory and other 
girls who refuse to work late have 
lost their jobs. ' 

Returning home after dark, 
womeu nm the gauntlet of being 
pestered by local hoodlums who 
consider them fair game for being 
out so late. Rapes are not uncom¬ 
mon for workers homeward- 
bound after night shift and fac¬ 
tory managements take no re¬ 
sponsibility for workers’ security. 

Job security in an industry so 
dependent on foreign markets is 
also uncertain. In the mid-Eight- 
ies, foe U.S., Britain, France and 
Canada imposed lower quotas on 
Bangladesh clothes exports and 
500 factories closed within 
months. The market opened up 
a gain in 1987 and hundreds of 
other factories have started since 


During the closures, most 
women returned to housekeeping 
jobs but the begums noticed a 
distinct change in attitude. 4 Td 
rather slog myself than keep one 
of those insolent creatures!” 


fumed Mrs. Kabir when con¬ 
fronted with a very articulate 
returnee. 

Now, with the industry boom¬ 
ing again, there are signs the 
government may lend an ear to 
employer complaints and rein in 


East Germans 
trickle back home 


already caught foe eye of several 
donor governments whose sup¬ 
port is allowing expansion to 
other cities this year. Loans from 
Taiwan and the Inter-American 
Development Bank, and dona¬ 
tions from the governments of the 
United States, Belgium, Holland 
and Israel, have helped provide a 
credit pool of $22.2 million to 
promote 15,000 small businesses 
with a potential for creating over 
20,000 jobs. 

The secretariat’s director, Fer¬ 
nando Rivera Irias, says such a 
programme is a cost-effective 
answer to Guatemala's underem¬ 
ployment problem. “It costs at 
least three times .as modi to create a 
sector," he says. “We’ve still got 
40 per emit unemployment and 
underemployment — but we’re 
retting to foe root of the prob¬ 
lem”^— UNDP. 


foe trade unions, preventing 
than doing even what little they 
can. Meanwhile, abuses in work¬ 
ing conditions and non-com- 
phanoe with minimum wage reg¬ 
ulations, which call out for trade 
union attention, are as common 
as ever. — PANOS. 


RADO 


By Tony Czuczka 

The Associated Press 

EAST BERLIN — Diethard 
Wietsche has gone back to East 
Germany — where he says he 
spent 10 years in prison for trying 
to escape — because he’s dis¬ 
appointed by life in the capitalist 
West. 

After having trouble finding a 
job and missing the security of his 
homeland, he says he’s now 
hopeful about the promises for 
changes in East Germany. 

Weitsche was one of about 60 
East Germans who had arrived 
by Wednesday at an East Berlin 
centre set up to welcome back 
refugees who had fled to the West 
over foe past several weeks. 

“Every day about 30 people 
knock on the door here and ask 
to re-enter foe German Demo¬ 
cratic Republic," said Peter 
Heyn, deputy chief of the centre 
in Berlin's Northeastern Buch 
District. “The climate in foe 
Federal Republic (West Ger¬ 
many) has gotten colder." 

He predicted the centre's 
capacity of 150 people would be 
reached soon, out it is not yet 
clear bow many of the 200,000 
East Germans who arrived in 
West Germany this year will be 
retaining home. 

West Germany's ZDF televi¬ 
sion network said Wednesday ab¬ 
out 7,000 disiliusioned East Ger¬ 
mans were expected to turn tbeir 
backs on their rich neighbour. 
But officials on both sides of the 
border said there were no signs of 
a major organised exodus. 

An air of old-style secrecy sur¬ 
rounds the East Berlin govern¬ 
ment returnee centre, East Ger¬ 
many's only one until the Nation¬ 
al Red Cross started setting up 
several of its own in anticipation 
of refugees wooed back by the 
domestic climate of. reform. 

Gray corrugated-metal fences 
keep outsiders from peering in. 
Patrolling soldiers demand identi¬ 
fication from anyone wanting to 
enter foe eight-story braiding. 

Heyn said the authorities are 
trying to simplify procedures for 


Florence 


regaining Easi German 
citizenship. 

Wietsche. 33, a native East 
German who said he was jailed 
for 10 years for trying to flee to 
the west ea’ tier, said that after he 
finally madi it he found that West 
German society just wasn't for 
him. 

“But what made the biggest 
difference was the fall of Erich 
Honecker." he said, referring to 
foe hard-line East German leader 
ousted Oct. IS. 

A car mechanic. Wietsche 
moved legally to the Bavarian 
City of Regensbmg two years ago 
after being released from jail. 
Under new East German leader 
Egon Krenz. he said he expects 
baric freedoms to become a real¬ 
ity soon. 

A 48-year-old warehouse 
worker who would not give his 
name said he left West Germany 
a few days ago after four years, 
feeling "totally disappointed.” 

“I was allegedly too old for a 
job,” be said. “It wasn't for me. 1 
wanted to come back mainly be¬ 
cause of the security, which I 
missed quite a bit in the Federal 
Republic." 

The East German Red Cross, 
which said it was bracing for a 
return wave of up to 10,000 peo¬ 
ple, opened four reception cen¬ 
tres along foe border with West 
Germany. Authorities in cities 
such as Magdeburg and Erfurt 
readied emergency shelters in 
military barracks, schools and 
dormitories. 

Dispatches by East Germany's 
state-run news agency ADN 
Wednesday suggested only a 
trickle of returnees had arrived at 
foe official centres. 

Officials said the flow back to 
East Germany would be difficult 
to document since many would 
simply return to their homes and 
most bad become West German 
citizens, meaning they are not 
registered when leaving the 
country. 

A major' outflow is expected 
from Bavaria, which borders on 
southern East Germany, ADN 
quoted a local official as saying. 





^ CM It* .f" & .4* %* - - 


For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 

, Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf -Street . 
Stnoeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel- 604676; 604696 


m 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, __ 
clearing, door-to-door a 
service S 


THE NJUE 
YOU TRUST 


TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 


HI 

SHMAISANIammah 


Electrolux 




m 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
•our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* From mniorgo- 
aopnt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - DpP- Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


JJj-L. 


cci:r f uv t. j-P£ 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


ClBNA PaIacC ROTMfliANT 


Opp. the Housing Bank & Plaza Hod 
Tel 872268. home OsKwy ovatable 



AL SA5EEL 

HOTEL FLATS 


Tel. 630571. P.O.Box 2206 

Conveniently located behind 
the Turkish Embassy in Jabal 
Amman, 2nd Circle, with easy 
access to commercial centres 
and tourist sites. 

Ideal for businessmen and 
visitors alike: 

Comfortably furnished suites 
with sell-catering facilities, T V. 
and serviced daily 


in 

' :>/ 


The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
inJordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
■ m‘yyahGrrfs School 

Tata away bavaOabte 

Open daily~12:003:30 
p.m. 

6‘30-Midnight 

; - Tel. $38968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takm assay irmBab/m 

Open daily I2.H0-15-30 
185)0-2330 

WadrSaqra Road- near Traffic 
- Bridge 
Amman, Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel; 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

w 6:30 - Midnight y 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


S=J S 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


mrnmmmm 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Deify 12.30-3JO pm 
7.30-71.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd cade 


Te!:6595i9 659520 
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Jordan nears full agreement 
with ‘London Club* creditors 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 


AMMAN — Jordan has almost finalised a debt 
rescheduling deal with its commercial bank creditors 
alter 10 weeks of halting over terms, banking 
sources said Tuesday. 


Jordanian officials confirmed 
they had reached an agreement in 
principle with a representative of 

a six-member’steering committee 

negotiating for more than 90 
Western and Arab banks grouped 
in the London Club of commer¬ 
cial creditors. 

They were reluctant to disclose 
details until the full committee 
had approved the package, which 


adds a new money element to 
terms agreed provisionally in 
September. 

The banking sources said Jor¬ 
dan was set to secure $45 to $50 
milli on in new bank loans to 
cover a financing gap and settle 
some arrears in interest pay¬ 
ments. Otherwise terms were un¬ 
changed from those agreed in 
Amman on Sept. 10. 


Jordan sought to cut the 
interest margin from 13/16 point 
over LIBOR to 5/8 point ana bad 
asked banks to release on dis¬ 
bursed portions of current loans, 
worth $48 arilliaa. 

The September accord said 
hanks would defer repayments of 
S575 milli on of principal due be¬ 
tween Jan. 1, 1989, and. June 30, 
1990, on debts of $1.1 bihicra. 


The payments would be resche¬ 
duled over 11 years with a five- 
year grace period when only in¬ 
terest would be paid. Jordan 
agreed to pay punctually interest 
<£e on debts to commercial bank 
creditors in 1989 totalling $82 
million. 

Jordan’s foreign debt totalled 
$8.2 billion at the end of 1988, 


wirfnrlrng $1.1 hiTHon in uJKfis-' 
bursed loans. Before reschedul¬ 
ing, it faced repayments of $1-21 
billion this year and $1.28 billion 
in 1990. 

It reached a rescheduling 
agreement with the Paris Club of 
government creditors in July and 
has since signed five bilateral 
accords with dub members, in¬ 
cluding West Germany and the 
United States. 

Gulf International Bank BSC 
and Standard Chartered Bank are 
co-chairmen of the London Club 
stearins committee for Jordan set 
up in July. Other members are 
Banque National De Paris, Com¬ 
mercial Bank of Kuwait, Manu¬ 
facturers Hanover Trust Co. and 
Union Des Banqnes Arabes et 
Francaises (UBAJF). 



Gold breaches $400 level 


Khaldoun Aba Hassan 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


PTC records large cash surplus 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Public Transport Corporation (PTC) 
announced Tuesday that it made a cash surplus of JD 126,000 in 
the past 10 months of this year despite an increase in operational 
costs. A statement said that the surplus was achieved despite 
increase in the prices of spare parts, the devaluation of the 
Jordanian dinar and the rise of the price of ofl products. The 
recent increases in fuel prices and the higher cost of spare parts 
did not prompt the PTC to hike bos fares, the PTC statement 
added. At the same time, the statement said the PTC was going 
ahead with a plan to pay back loans and interest to several banks 
and financial institutions. It predicted that the PTC will be able to 
honour ail its commitments for this year from its own resources 
and revenues. 


Business failures get attention 


CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan took part in a three-day international 
se minar on troubled companies in the Arab World which aided 
here Tuesday. Dr. Nfifieb AJ Qndah, who represented Jordan at 
the meeting, said that the participants reviewed research papers 
outlining causes behind the troubles encountered by companies 
and the difficulties in the transfer of modem technology to die 
developing nations to help them set up industrial businesses. 
Qudah said the meeting also focused attention on the responsibil¬ 
ity of banks and financial institntions and reviewed measures that 
could help “troubled" companies overcome their predicaments. 
Qudah pointed out that well-conducted feasibility studies, coop¬ 
eration between banks which give credit facilities on the one hand 
and the various businesses which benefit from such facilities on 
the other, can help avoid failures and defaulting. . 


Rafidain Bank reports $1.4b profit 


BAGHDAD (R)—Rafidain Bank made 448 million dinars ($1.4 
MDion) profit last year compared to 389 million dinars ($1.14 
billion) in 1987, according to its balance sheet published To 


billion) m 1987, according to its balance sheet published Tuesday. 
Hie Rafidain was Iraq’s only state commercial bank until the 
stale-owned AJ Rasheed Bank was established last year. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday November 21, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Storting 
DcutsdKmark 
Swiss franc 


n__ ui French franc 102.4 103.4 

.... Japanese yen (for 100) 443.0 447.4 
640.0 646.0 Dnich mfldcr 309.0 312-1 

997.6 1007-6 SmdrfcrowD 99.1 100.1 

348.4 351.9 imfian lira (for 100) 47.4 47.9 

392.1 396.0 Belgian franc (for 10) 166.1 167.8 


309.0 312-1 
99.1 100.1 
47.4 47.9 

166.1 167.8 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.5675/85 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1690/700 

Canadian dollar , 

1.8200/10 

Deutscbemarks { 

2.0552/62 

Dutch guilders 

1.6210/20 

Swiss francs 

38.28/31 

Belgian francs 

6.2000/50 

French francs 

1342/1343 

Italian lire 

144.00/10 

Japanese yen 

6.4280/330 

Swedish crowns 

6.8825/75 

Norwegian crowns 

7.0825/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 399.60/400.10 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY—Shares ended lower in listless trading despite a rise in 
the price of gold and a weaker local dollar. The AD Ordinaries 
index fell 6.4 to 1,629.3. 

TOKYO—A buying binge by investment trust funds, speculators 
and other individuals pushed share prices to a record levels at the 
dose. The Nikkei index rose 166.29 to 36,059.87. 

HONG KONG — Bargain-hunting lifted share prices from early 
roaming lows. The Hang Seng index dosed 3.09 points lower at 
2,817.19. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed marginally higher after a day 
of quiet trading. The Straits Times industrial index dosed 4.06 
points higher at 1,349.42. 

BOMBAY — Heavy buying by state-owned investment institu¬ 
tions propelled shares to a strong finish in volatile trading on the 
eve of national elections. 

FRANKFURT German shares plunged more than one per cent. 
The 30-share DAX index dosed at 1,514.09, off 18.61 points from 
Monday. 

ZURICH — Shares traded slightly lower at midsesaon and 
turnover was very low. The all-share Swiss performance index 
stood at 1402.8, 4.2 points under its previous dose. 

PARIS— French share prices drifted down in thin early afternoon 
trading with little impetus from domestic or international inves¬ 
tors. The CAC-40 index was off 14.08 points at 1820.42 by 1300 
GMT. 

LONDON — Shares were weak in dull tr ade as Wall Street made 
a hesitant start. By 1550 GMT the FTSE-100 index was 5.0 off at 
2,178.1 after a low of 2,171.0. 

NJSW YORK—Bargain-hunting lifted Wne drips higher, but lack 
of interest before the U.S. Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday 
pulled stocks down. The Dow was down 0.64 at 2631.40.. 


EC grants $1.6m for Egyptian centres 


BRUSSELS (AF) — The EC granted $1.65 million Tuesday for 
die construction and r unning of 20 family planning centres in 
Egypt The EC Commission said the centres will be built in the 
southern province of Qena, where the population grows by 4.6 
per cent annually. It said it was hoped this rate could be halved 
with die help of family planning centres. The European Commun¬ 
ity funds — worth 1.5 milli on European Currency Units — will 
pay for the budding of the centres and for running them during 
the first five years of operation, die commission said. 


Raki price rise dismays Turks 


ISTANBUL (R) — Dismayed Turks saw the price of their 
favourite alcoholic drink leap by 25 per cent Monday but 
predicted that more people would reach for the bottle. *Tve been 
d rinking raki every night for 50 years. Tve seen so many price 
hikes that I cannot count, but the latest one hurt the most," said 
Muzaffer Dener, a retired civil servant. The price of a bottle of 
raki, Turkey’s traditional aniseed-flavoured drink, went up to 
10,000 lira ($4.3) as part of a series of price hikes to increase 
government revenues. Raid lovers, already suffering the strains of 
an annual inflation rate of more than 70 per cent, said depressed 
drinkers would now even drink more. “I don’t dunk Turks are 
drinking for pleasure. They are drinking because of worries, 
economic hardship . Now more depression will send raki con¬ 
sumption up.” Muzaffer Aksahin, a tradesman, told the mass 
circulation daily Hurriyet. 


GCC to discuss possible gas grid 


ABU DHABI (R) — Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) officials 
will meet in Doha next month to discuss a possible gas grid to link 
die six-member group and ways to develop Qatar’s vast North 
Field natural reserves. “The meeting will decide if there will be a 
unified network or not in the light of quantities and prices," 
Abdullah A1 Quwaiz, GCC assistant secretary-general for econo¬ 
mic affaire, told reporters. Qatar began drilhng in August in the 
North Field, the world’s largest single natural gas field with 
reserves es tima ted at -350 .trifliem cubic feet. 


Boeing workers end 7-week strike 


SEATTLE (R) — Workers at Boeing, the world’s biggest aircraft 
maker, have voted to end a seven-week strike which delayed 
deliveries of planes and hit airlines’ expansion plans. Mechanics at 
the huge U.S. manufacturer approved a new three-year contract 
Monday night when 81.4 per cent voted in favour of a pay deal^ 
union officials said. The 57,800 mechanics will receive a wage- 
increase of four per cent the first year and three per cent in the 
second and third year. They wfll also receive lump sum bonuses of 
10 per cent of their salary the first year and five and four per 
cent in the following two years. Mandatory overtime for the 
workers has also been cat to 144 hours per quarter, down from 
200 hours before the strike. In recent years, the mechanics 
worked long overtime hours to increase production to meet 
increasing demand for Boeing jets. The company, winch has a 
total work force of 145,265, has a huge backlog of orders for more 
than 1,600 aircraft worth about S 80 billion. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 


1 want to go get a pack of gum, 
but I’ll need your father to 
co-sign the loan.” 


by Hanrl Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumtotes, 
one letter to each square; to torn 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the drdeef letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hen: CXX^I 1C XI 


Yesterday’s 


tAnswera tomorrow) 

Jumbles: REBEL CROON SECEDE TRUANT 

Answer When will the mail arrive ?— 

SOONER OR “LETTST 


ACC plans 
to set up 
joint holding 
company ■ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The four- 
member countries of the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) 
opened a meeting m Amman 
Tuesday to discuss the prospect 
of establishing a joint holding 
company which would organise 
investments and channel funds in 
different projects operated by the 
ACC states. 

The three-day meeting con¬ 
ducted by a tp-hniral committee, 
which groups’ federations of 
chambers of industry and trade in 
Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and North 
Yemen, is considered as a fbflow- 


LONDON (R) — Helped by a 
weaker dollar and buying in Asia 
and the Middle East, gold broke 
through $400 an ounce in Europe 
Tuesday for the first time in 10 
months, precious metal analysts 
said. 

They predicted it could go 
higher, but the consensus was 
that the next plateau would be 
$420 and that any rise through 
that level could take some time. 

Bullion, a traditional haven in 
times of financial uncertainty, 
was quoted in Europe in early 
afternoon at around $400 an 
ounce, little changed from its 
morning fixing in London of 
40030. It had dosed Monday at 
$396.25 and last finished above 
$400 on Jan 26. 

London-based gold specialist 
Timothy Green said recent events 
in Eastern Europe were not parti¬ 
cularly bullish for gold as Com¬ 
munist bloc sales dns year would 
probably rise. 

But he added that the mini¬ 
stock market crash in nrid-Octo- 
ber altered a situation in which 
Western inflation was generally 
being contained despite high in¬ 
terest rates. 

As a result some investment 
funds were switched into gold 


from equities and bonds. “This 
was a crucial event," Green said. 

Analyst Michael Coulson of 
London brokers Kitcat and Ait- 
ken cited several influences for 
the rise but could pinpoint no 
domment factor. 

“There is general concern ab¬ 
out currencies, particula rly th ee 
dollar, equity markets,” interest 
rates and so on but there nothing 
specific yon can put your finger 
on," Coulson said. 


“I personally find that en¬ 
couraging- Unease is a much bet¬ 
ter fpel for tihe gold market than 
some specific concern that once it 
is sorted out leaves gold punters 
with nowhere to go but back¬ 
wards,” he added. 

Analyst Michael Spriggs of 
Warburg Securities in London 
said investors bad become jittery 
about world equity markets and 
rising inflation. 

“We were all getting a bit 
blinkered by the impact of a high 
interest rate (in Britain), low 
inflationary environment and the 
strengthening U.S. dollar but the 
wm e has changed recently," 
Spriggs said.. 

“The reappearance of Middte 
Eastern buying has helped fuel 
the latest uptrend," he added. 


Active' Swiss and FfarJEasterij. 
buying, were also mentfonedlyy 
some traders as features ‘qf the 
rise. 

Spriggs forecast' an average 
price for 1990 of $425 an ofake, 
with a ‘ test of $450 postifaile . 
around mid-year. ; • 

Kitcat and Aiken’s- Gjuhcarwaj 
more bullish with a' forecast aver¬ 
age' price of $44G:for 1990. - 

“We should site'.: steady prog¬ 
ress with another run to $500 
towards the end of . next yearj"- 
Coulson said. T /-"* ' ' 

» also saw no reastm why 
Jd noteventuafly^fbige 
ahead to $500. The last time ft 
broke above $400 in September 
-1986 it took 15 mouths and the 
crash of ’87 to briefly breach $500 
in December 1987. . 

The prospect that U.S. interest, 
rates could be brought down 
slowly to prevent a recession 
could also be supportive for gold, 
analysts said. 

Gold’s recent strength has re- ~ 
versed a two-year' downtrend - 
which culminated on Sept. 15 
with the metal falling to: a three 
year .low of $354.75 an otince: 

Physical demand, particularly 
in Asia, initially helped to stem . 
the decline and a drop below $350 
never looked fikely, analysts said. 




World Bank calls for 
to rescue Africa fron 


new 



Yemen, is considered as a follow¬ 
up to a previous meeting held in 
Alexandria. 

ACC officials here said that die 
delegates are expected to work 
oat a draft agreement for the 
establishment of the holding com¬ 
pany to be endorsed by the ACC 
Higher Council at a later meeting 
in Sanaa, North Yemen. 

They said that the committee is 
also charged with working out 
proposals and presenting remarks 
on industrial projects which can 
be implemented in any of the four 
ACC stales. 

Khakkmn Abu Hassan, presi¬ 
dent of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry and the meeting’s chair¬ 
man said that the committee will 
! lay down the statutes and regula- 
! tions for the projected company 

( and will define its fields of opera¬ 
tions. 

Abu Hassan said that the ACC 
has been established primarily to 
achieve economic integrS'Jon 
among the four countries, a move 
whidi is in line with the general 
aspirations of the Arab World. 

Abdul Karim Amer who repre¬ 
sents the general federation of 
chambers of industry and com¬ 
merce in North Yemen told the 
meeting that the holding com¬ 
pany is bound to speed up econo- 
. mic integration among the four 
states. 

The holding company, he said, 

' is expected to encourage inves- 
! tors from any of the ACC states 
- in all four countries; and thus 
help contribute towards the fulfil¬ 
ment of the integration goal. 

Mr. Ali Da? am, an advisor at 
the Amman Chamber of Industry 
said at the meeting that the suc¬ 
cess of the holding company will 
no doubt encourage the laun¬ 
ching of other joint endeavours, 
benefitting the four Arab coun¬ 
tries. 

Da jam cited the success of a 
number of joint Arab projects 
tike the Arab Potash Company 
and the on-going cooperation be¬ 
tween Jordan and other Arab 
states in development schemes. 


NAIROBI (R) — The World Bank wants to pull 
Africa out of its poverty with a new deal that would 
dwarf the sums spent on rebuOdmg Western Europe 
after the destruction of World War II. 


‘The outlook for Africa is 
potentially devastating." it 
warned in a report being pub¬ 
lished Wednesday entitled “Sub- 
Saharan Africa: From Crisis to 
Sustainable Growth." 

“Just as Europe was seen to be 
especially needy immediately af¬ 
ter World War II, and India in 
the 1960s, so today Arica requires 
concentrated arid coordinated 
support to o ver c o me its grave 
difficulties,” it said. 

It proposed that donors should 
raise official development assist¬ 
ance for countries south of the 
Sahara by four per cent a year in 
real terms daring the 1990s, from 
$15 billion next year to $22 biflion 
(in 1990 prices) by 2000. 

This compares with $11 bStion 
received in 1986, the same in 
nominal terms as the cost of the 
U.S. Marshall plan which recon¬ 
structed post-war Europe. 

The bank’s study focused on 45 
sub-Saharan countries, excluding 
South Africa and Namibia winch 
is on course for independence 
next year from Pretoria's rale. 

World Bank President Barber 
Conabie, in a foreword to the 
300-page report, said it evolved, 
from’ a prolonged inquiry that 
extensively involved African re¬ 
searchers, private businessmen 
and public officials, as well as a 
broad spectrum of donors. 

“The difficulties facing Africa 
are formidable. The margin for 
manoeuvre is slim indeed,” Con- 
able warned. “The risks of failure 
are devastating in human terms.” 

The report urged a’ long-term 
“people-centred” strategy based 
on more spending on education, 
health, science, technology, and 
on the region’s decaying infras¬ 
tructure and environment. 

Foreign aid would continue 
to play a crucial role into the next 


century, fanfnp gradually in im¬ 
portance only after the' year 2010 
and then only if the bank’s prop¬ 
osed policy reforms and targets 
were met. 

The r strategy, would combine 
deeper and prolonged economic 
reforms, but include special mea¬ 
sures to alleviate poverty and 
protect the vulnerable. 

It proposed a doubting by the 
year 2000 of public spending on 
development of hnman re¬ 
sources, to about eight to'10 per 
cent of gross domestic product, to 
enable the region to compete in a 
new technological age. ‘ 

’ “Africa’s lack of skills and 
strong public and private institu¬ 
tions accounts, ; more, than. any-* 
thing else for its current predica¬ 
ment,” it said. 

The chrrent crisis was characte¬ 
rised by climbing foreign debt, 
weak growth in fann output —. 
the backbone of most economies 
— a .decline in industrial product 
tiott, a halving in foe region’s 
share of world trade since I960, 
and “explosive” population 
growth. 

It noted the region had suf¬ 
fered almost a decade of falling 
per capita incomes and 100 mil¬ 
lionpeople were undernourished. 

“Overall Africans are almost as 
poor today as they were 30 years 
ago,” it said. 

In order to combat -hunger, 
provide jobs for a labour force 
that could treble to more than GOO 
million people over the next 30 
years, and achieve a modest im¬ 
provement in living standards, 
the region’s economies must grow 
by at least four to five per cent • 
annually, it said. 

These targets, which ft called 
highly ambitious, far exceed the 
two per cent annual economic 
expansion recorded during the 
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1980s and, the average 3,4 per 
cent since 1961, .whidi fa turn 
. opty- just outstepped the 33 per 
cent growth in populations ; 

. . “No region in the world has 
ever managed to develop with so’ 
high a rate of* population 
growth," it said, predicting, the 
population could double from 
nearly 500 miltion people next 
year to one billion in'20 years.- 

Over the next decade at hast, 
agriculture should provide' the 
mam engine of economicexpan¬ 
sion, it said, adding die region 
most aim at foor percent a year - 
growth in farm output in the long 
term, double the average 
achieved since 1960. 

The report set a target for 
growth in industrial output of five 
per cent, rising eventually, to 
seven or eight per cent a year, 
and targets of four fo five per 
cent for other sectors.. 

It called for further relief on 
the region’s $138 bStion foreign 
, debt and for more regional eco¬ 
nomic integration. 

It also called for more efficient 
government, warning; “None of - 
the measures win go far, nor wiS 
much external aid be fqrthcom* 1 
mg, unless governance in Afnra 
improves.”- 
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[l talked 
’ TO MY TEACHER 
ABOUT YOU 
V^TODAY.. > 


I A5KEP HEKIF I C0ULP 
60.HOME EVERY DAY AT 
NOON TO QVEV0U A SNACK, 
BUT SHE SAID “NO " 
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Pacific balloon crossing 
set for Thursday 

MIYAKONOJOr Japan (R) — day, and noil guarantee a stiaigltt 
Virgin Atlantic Airways Cnair- passage to Qu U.S. coast,” the 
sits Richard 'Branson and Ids spokesman quoted Rice as 
- Swedish partner Per Liudstrand saying. 

will set off on their 1 historic The two win tty to fly their 
attempt to cross the Pacific by hot 60-metre-irigjb (196-foot) balloon 
afrbanoon’Ilrar&day. .from tins town in southwestern 

The launch was originally set Japan to the west coast of the 
'forWedsesday bat they changed United States in three days, 
their plans on Tuesday because of The balloon win be earned at 

pom-weather. about 241 kpb by to*Jetstream, a 

. Bob Rice, a Santa Monica, swiftly-moving air current which 
California-based meteorologist. lies just over Kfiyakonojo. 
toW the pair to wait until Thors-. Millionaire Branson, 39, and 

day/wtenthejetstream would be balloon manufacturer Lind-' 
movii^ at a suitably rapid speed, strand, 41, history in 1987 
a Virgm Atlantic spokesman said, when they were the first to cross 
• “It’llhe faster .man on Wednes- the Atlantic in a hot air balloon. 



- FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1989 

- By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Highter Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: AD 

lands of changing co n diti o ns can 
be taking place today and tonight, 
«pemfly if you yield to a deans to 
-be restless and unce rtain ■ 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19 ) 
The financial aspects.of your home' 
fiferequire h a n d fin g for securities 
m the future. People from a dis¬ 
tance wfll occupy your time with 
hour attachmenL 

TADEGSr (April 20 to May 20) 
ftrinw suggestions coming from 
a tfistance. can be most helpful to 
you. Joint expenses with members 
oJyour household can now be well 


CSMEXt (May 21 to June 21) A 
consistent coarse'of action advised 
to.you by an.catpett will be vety 
good to follow. Don’t argue with 
your : attachment =■• over - another 
romantic interest. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
My 21) Places long enjoyed are 
best for you to entertain and be 
entertained nim.-Extra money wfll 
, now come to you through your 
dafly duties. - 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There 
will be so mod) activity with your 
attachment today that you wffl ’ 
need to pace jour many plans. 

VIRGO: (August 22. to September 
22) Agood day to open your home '■ 
so others wifi more enjoy your, 
hoqritafity. Watch-your expeodi- 
tnresidasefy as^you tend to spend - 
too • much. *•'. ’ 

UBRA: (Sq}tanber 23 to October 
- 22) Yon win need to make up yoor • 
mmd now about an i mportant bug- . 


ness natter. Youand your loved 
one should have some wonderful 
wnwaifci today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
-ber 21) Be on the alert for many 
benefits to come to you at your 
residence. Long time friends are 
best for you now to associate with 
today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Being moody with 
good friends now could put you 
behind the eight ball. Don't take 
advice now from an older 
friend which would Emit you. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Lots of good ideas wfll 
come to yon today for making 
more- inooey. Much romance is 
now blossoming between you and 
your loved one. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) One understanding friend 
wfll especially giveyon a b rillian t 
business suggestion. Spend as 
much time as possible alone with 
your attachment. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Obligating yourself to a big 
sum of money is most unwise now. 
Invito younger into your 

.home for some excitement. 


f your d 
bom today he or she wfll be one of 
the devoted individuals who wiD 
always be aware of the needs of 
others and often neglect his, or her 
own nepds, in order to please 
others. This progeny needs proteo- 
■ troDi-agsiust hurts.--*—* ..... 

“The stars impel, they do not 
-compcL” What yon make of your. 
fife is largely up to you. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OUAR SHARIF 

Ct9M Trflxm# Marts Sontcaa. Inc. 


PRETTY WAY TO SKIN A CAT 


East-West vulnerable, 
deals. 

NORTH 
• *A : 
YJ.I4 3 ..... 
0 Q 9 

4 Q 10 9 65 2 
WEST EAST 


WEST EAST 

#;Q MS 2 * 76 5 

9A-9 2 • . -9 K 10 6 
.0 187 4 OK 10 5 3 2 

* A3' .‘.'#8 7 

• SOUTtt 

* KJ943 

■ " 9 Q7.5 

0 AS 

* K i 4 
The bidding: 

South West . North .East ... 

1 * - Pass 1 NT . Pass 

2 * Pass 3 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of * 

-Dear Charlie: 

You know I.can’t resist, a pretty 
ending. Here's another hand from 
last mouth’s gala rubber bridge af¬ 
ternoon -at The Mansion on Turtle 
Creek, in Dallas.... 

Partner’s one no trump response 
was forcing, and his three dubs was, 
perhaps, ‘ a trifle conservative^-I 
.think I prefer two no trump. As you 
can see, three dubs presents no 
problem as long as trumps are 2-2. 


At the table. West shifted to a 
diamond at trick two and dummy’s 
queen was covered by the king and 
taken with the ace. The simple way 
to make the band is to cash the ace 
of spades, return to the king of 
dubs and discard a diamond on the 
king of spades. All I can lose is three 
heart tricks and the ace of clubs. 

’ However, I yielded to my flair for 
the dramatic. After winning the ace 
of spades and returning to hand 
.with the king of dubs, I ruffed a 
spade in dummy, exited with-a dia¬ 
mond and claimed nine tricks! 

If West wins the diamond, he is 
endptayed- A spade return is into 
my tenace, allowing me-to discard 
three hearts from dummy. A dia¬ 
mond gives a ruff-shiff and a heart 
solves my problems in that suit. 

* Therefore, East must win the dia¬ 
mond and return a spade. I simply 
cover any spade that East leads. If it 
wins, 1 get two heart discards, if it 
loses, that means spades are 4-3 and 
I get two bean discards on the king 
and jack of spades. - 
As ever, 

Omar 

For tofonmtioa abont Charles 
Gwen’s newsletter for bridge play¬ 
er*, write Gores Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Box 4426, Orlando, Fla. 32802- 
4426. 



QSrie ma 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


THROW MOMMA 
FROM THE TRAIN 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

BASKETBALL: Hie University of Jordan Tuesday defeated Bagh¬ 
dad University to win the final of AT Hussein Basketball Cham¬ 
pionship, organised by the Sports Federation of the Jordanian 
Universities. The University of Jordan won the first place trophy and 
Baghdad University came second. 

MCENROE BEATS CONNORS: In an exhibition meeting of 
two longtime rivals, John McEnroe defeated Jimmy Connors 6-4, 
6-4 in the Micbehn challenge at the Forum, Inglewood, Califor¬ 
nia. After breaking Connors in the third game of the second, set, 
McEnroe served up his fifth ace of the night Monday at match 
point to win his 20th match against Connors in 34 meetings- 
Connors had won their last two meetings, however, including at 
straight-set victory last month in France. In the ninth game of the 
first set; Connors double-faulted at break point to fall behind 5-4. 
McEnroe held serve at love to take the set (AP). 

SARDINIA GOOD CHOICE FOR ENGLAND: Britain's 
Sports Munster Colin Moymhan believes England should be 
based in Sardinia for next year’s World Cup finals. Moynihan said 
die government was concerned about the threat of hooliganism by 
travelling England fans and felt that Sardinia would be “an 
approp ria te choice of venue.” He was written to the Italian 
interior minister and the International Football Federation, 
saying: “Sardinia, given its small population and the nature of its 
internal and external transport links, would- be an appropriate 
choice of venue for the England team from die point of view of 
security.” (R) 

PLATINI PUTS OFF DECISION ON WHETHER TO 

STAY: Michel Platini has put off a decision on his future with the 
French national soccer team until the 1992 European cham¬ 
pionship but hinted he is likely to remain as manager. France 
failed to qualify for next year's World Cup finals in Italy and 
finished their programme with a 2-0 win over Cyprus in Toulouse 
on Saturday. P latini had said earlier bis decision on whether to 
stay with the team would be taken at the time of the Cyprus tie 
but he said after the match he would wait to see whether certain 
conditions were met first. (R) 

AJAX TO HOST INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT: Ajax 
Amsterdam are to host an international tournament next spring to 
compensate for being suspended from European soccer for a 
season as punishment for crowd violence, a club official said 
Tuesday. Romania’s Steaua Bucharest and Spam’s Real Madrid 
■have already accepted invitations to play in the Amsterdam event. 
The fourth side k likely to be Glasgow Rangers. (R) 
i ZARAK FORCED TO RETIRE WITH INJURY: A badly 
twisted knee forced Pakistan’s Zarak Jahan Khan to retire during 
! his first-round match a gainst En glishman Bryan Beeson in the 
Stuttgart Open squash tournament Monday. The injury meant 
Zarak, ranked ninth in the world, was unable to avenge a defeat 
by Beeson in the first round of the world open in Kuala Lumpur 
last month. The Pakistani retired when leading 15-10, 15-9, 5-3 
and may be forced to withdraw from the Dutch Open starting in 
the Hague on Saturday. 

HLASEK STRUGGLES TO BEAT FRANA: Switzerland's 
Jakob Hlasek shrugged off the disappointment of losing the first 
set after holding two set points to beat Argentine Javier Frana 

6- 7, 6-3, 6-4 in the first round of the Itaparica Open tennis 
tournament Monday. Hlasek, the fourth seed, lost his way after 
leading 5-4 and 40-15 in the opening set. Frana won the tiebreak - 

7- 5. (R) 

SHERMAN PLUNKETT DEAD AT 56: Sherman Plunkett, an 
offensive tackle for the championship Baltimore Colts football 
t«*»n jn 1958 and 1959. has died of cancer. He was 56. Plunkett 
played 10 season in professional football with the Colts. San 
Diego Chargers and the New York Jets. Born in Oklahoma City, 
he moved to Maryland to attend Maryland state college, later 
renamed the university of Maryland-Eastern Shore. He was 
signed in 1956 by the Cleveland Browns but was with the team 
only a few mbnthsbefore being drafted_into the army for two 
years. Afterward, Plankett joined the Colts in 1958 as a free 
agent. (AP) 

EUROPEAN GOLF STARS QUIT PGA TOUR: European 
stars Nick Faldo of Britain and Bernhard Langer of West 
Germany have resigned their U.S. PGA tour memberships after 
the tour rejected a plan to ease playing requirements for 
foreigners. A spokeswoman for the PGA tour confirmed the 
resignations of Faldo and Langer, but refused to give any more 
details. (R) 


THE Daily Crossword by Hanrey L Chaw 


ACROSS 
1 Put on an act 
S SUtfit 

9 fOd around . 

13 Paak 

14 Rib «mj- . 

16 Singing volca 

17 Indian 


18 Century plant 

19 Homy Rquor 

20 Matthau- 
Bum* flbn 

23 Kids’ game 

24 Fr. town 
as Had a 

masting . . 
26 “Watch on 
the —” 

31 Graceful horse 

34 Color 

35 Yean Spi 
38 Electrical 


38 Pettier fitm 
43 “I met a man 


^■■aaNnaai 

aun an 


aaaMHaaBuaaa 


67 Charge 

68 — the Hue 
(obeyed) 

69 Sg^tadtoK 

70 neural 

DOWN 

1 Gone by 

2 BrtSlant 
fish 

3 Desiccated 

4 Be 


22 1 st. port 

25 Part of GBS 

26 Of hearing 

27 BaH 

29 Lodging 

30 Clatter 

32 Very In musk: 

33 Uttar without 
thinking 

37 Square pillar 

39 Backed a 
business 

40 Class 


nnnn nnnn naranra 

nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnan 
nnnnnn nun nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnn unn nnnnn 
nnnn nnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnnnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnn nnnnnn 
nonmnnnan nnnn 
nnnnn nnon nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


41 Zorn 

42 Deforested 

47 Canine 
disease 

48 Summer Fr. 
51 Wild guess 

53 Egg-shaped 

54 Please 


UUBA9 

55 Ruin 

56 Greenish color 

57 Glacial 
ridges 

58 Arm bone 

59 Drenched 

60 Anger 

61 Glen 
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Italians f avouratles in UEFA Cup 


LONDON (AP) — Italian and 
West German teams dominate 
Wednesday's third round prog¬ 
ramme in the UEFA Cup as the 
tournament stages a number of 
bead-to-head dashes between 
some of Europe's most famous 
dubs. 

While the Champions Cup and 
Cupwinners Cup already are each 
down to the last eight survivors, 
the UEFA Cup — comprising 
twice as many teams — is playing 
an extra round to catch up. 

Traditionally, the tournament 
is regarded as the least important 
of the three European chib com¬ 
petitions but this year’s UEFA 
Cup field is as strong, if not 
stronger than the quality of its 
sister events. 


Take the c lash between Napoli, 
the defending champion, and 
West Germany's Welder Bre¬ 
men, or Red Stax Belgrade 
against Cologne, Florentine 
aprinsf Dinamo Kiev and Ham¬ 
burg versus Porto. 

Other games indnde Rapid 
Vienna-liege, Olympiakos-An- 
xerre, Antwerp-Stattgart and 
Juventus-Karl-Marx-StadL 

Napoli's chance of taking a 
healthy first-leg lead depend on 
die fitness of the defending cham¬ 
pion’s star player, Diego Mara¬ 
dona. 

The Argentine ace was suffer¬ 
ing from back pains Tuesday and 
it was not dear whether he will be 
able to start the game. Napoli's 
other stars, strikers Andrea Car- 


navale and Brazilian Careca, are 
not in top form box will neverthe¬ 
less be fielded. 

Maradona was dropped for 
Napoli’s second-round game 
against Wettingen of Switzerland 
for disciplinary reasons but the 
Naples dub, unbeaten in file Ita¬ 
lian league, will need all their star 
players to overcome Bremen. 

Fiorentma will play Kiev in 
Perugja because of modernisation 
works under way at its own sta¬ 
dium in preparation for next 
year's World Cup. 

While that might be a dis¬ 
advantage, the Florence side, 
which will indude the new star of 
Italian soccer, Roberto Baggio, 
will meet a team that could be 
lacking in fitness and freshness. 


Kiev has just finished its season in 
the Soviet league where it placed 

thir d, I 

Juventus, managed by former 
national team goalie DinoZoff, is 
expected to field a full-strength 
squad against'Karl-Marx-Stadt. 

Porto travels to Hamburg will 
worries over several injured play¬ 
ers but is full of confidence fol¬ 
lowing a 4-3 league victory over 
Feirense on Sunday that kept it 
on top of the standings. 

The opposite could be tree of 
Rapid Vienna, which may have* 
had die worst preparation of any 
team. A number of players are 
out through injury or suspen¬ 
sions, Rapid's stadium is frozen 
solid and the team was stunned 
4-1 by humble Salzburg. 


France’s soccer fortunes take a dive 


By Salvatore Zanca 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — France's soccer for¬ 
tunes have taken a precipitous 
nosedive. 

World Cup semi finalists in 
1982 and 1986, the French team 
will be staying borne in 1990 when 
the 24 survivors of global elimina¬ 
tion matches head to Italy for the 
World Cup finals. 

Although they were European 
champions in 1984, the French 
did not even make foe final eight 
in West Germany last year. 

’There are some highs and 
lows in (French) soccer especially 
after a period dominated by a 
great player of toe dimension of 
Michel Platini,” said Jean Four- 
net-Fay ard, president of tbe 
French Football Federation. 

Platini, who retired as a player 
in 1987, became coach of toe 
national team in 1988. Bat Platini 
toe coach has not been able to 
instill toe magic of Platini toe 
player. 

With a midfield that was argu¬ 
ably toe best in history, led by the 
gifted Platini, France came within 
an eyelash of making it to two 
finals of the world's biggest soc¬ 
cer tournament. 

France lost a penalty shootout 
against West Germany in toe 
semifinal of the World Cup in 


Mexico after leading in overtime, 
3-1. It lost to West Germany 
again four years later in Spain 
after beating Brazil in toe quar¬ 
terfinals. 

But .things have gone downhill 
since. 

“In toe World Cop, you find 
countries that have a football 
tradition and others who go 
through a period of glory with a 
good generation of players or 
some outstanding mdhidnals,” 
Platini said. “That’s toe case with 
France and Holland.” 

The French like to reminisce 
about 1984 when Platini led them 
to toe European title with a mid¬ 
field that included him, Alain 
Giresse, Jean TLgana and Luis 
Fernandez. They paraded down 
the Champs-Elysees avenue after 
winning the tide in Paris. 

Tbe French also won tbe CHym- - 
pic title in Los Angeles that year 
with its amateur team. 

Now Platini and Giresse have 
left the playing field. Tigana has 
grown old and Fernandez, after a 
knee operation, is a shadow of his 
former self. Defenders such as 
Maxime Bossis and Patrick Bat- 
tiston have played their last 
match for the national team. 

The rising young players re¬ 
placing them are not op to then- 
predecessors, although Fournet- 
Fayard is hopeful. 

'The future is assured since 


Apple n E 
FOR SALE 

Complete with 10 MB. 
hard disk + original printer 


647337 - 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m 


5:00-6:00 p.m. 


LBJVL compatible 


Complete with monitor, printer and Arabic — slightly used. 

647337-9*0 AJM.-1:30 pjn. 

5:00-6:00 p.m. 


DESIGNER WANTED 

Local advertising agency is seeking a full-time graphic 
designer/paste-up artist — experience is an asset. 
Salary commensurate to qualifications. 

Those interested please call 605930 for an inter¬ 
view. 


English/American or Jordanian lady with degree in English from 
U.SAI.K. University required full time. 

Experienced in secretarial and public relations work. 

Please apply to: P.O. Box 5476, Amman 
Tel: 623223 


NAF 
NAF 

New 

assortment 

arrived 



Shmeisani 
Islamic Bank Bldg. 
Tel.: 687066 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun- and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


you mustn't forget that France 
was European juniors champion 
last year,” he said. 

Bnt its a big jump between tbe 
juniors and seniors. People like 
Franck Sanzee, Christian Perez 
and Stephen Paille do not evoke 
images of Platini. 

France ended its 1990 group 
play Saturday night with a 2-0 
victory over Cyprus. It was the 
inglorious 1-1 draw at Cyprus a 
year ago that led to the dismissal 
of Henri Michel and his replace¬ 
ment by Platini. 

There was a brief glimmer of 
bope when France jumped ahead 
in the opening minutes of Platini 
first match as coach, against 


Yugoslavia. But Fiance couldn’t 
hold toe lead and Platini said that 
was tbe real beginning of the end. 1 

Tt wasn't Wednesday night 
(when Scotland tied Norway) that 
France missed qualifying for the 
World Cup but when France, 
played Yugoslavia, when tbe 
French led 1-0 but were tied and 
beaten,” said Platini. 

Platini, with toe current season 
on toe rocks, bas his eye on the- 
next World Cup. 

”1 said when Ihere as the 
bead of the team that the impor¬ 
tant thing was to win tbe World 
Cup in 1994 in the United 
States,” Platini said. “We’ll do 
everything we can to win it.” 


NOTICE TO: 

Diplomatic Missions and Companies 

We have a furnished apartment for rent, with an area of 
300 square metres, (coated in Dm Uthaina and consists of 
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large salon, dining room, and a 
hall. The flat is furnished with newly bought Italian furniture 
(not used), the kitchen is fitted with oak-wood closets witn 
an 18 cubic foot refrigerator, a dish washer and a gas 
stove, waii to wail carpet spread all over the floor anc the 
flat has nice, attractive curtains. 

Call tel: 810030- 822610 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Good furnished, one large bedroom, sitting and dining 
room with central heating and good location in Jabai Ai 
Weibdeh, beside Terra Sancta College. - * 

Please call Tel: 639877 


ENGLISH TYPIST REQUIRED 

Indian or Pakistani, male for foreign company. 

Please call Tel: 748524 Amman 
Attn: Zuhair 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


_APARTMENT FDR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, modem 1 
kitchen, L-shaped salon, colour TV. Telephone, central heating, 
intercom and video. 

Location: Jabai Amman, quiet residential and safe area, 3rd 
Circle. 

Also 2 small bedrooms unfurnished available, reasonable rent 
and easy payment. . 

^ Phrase call Tel.: 641345, from 8-9 am 4-10 p.m. Friday all 




Tomorrow & every 
Thursday is a 

Ladies' Day 
at 

ALWAHA STORES 

Tomorrow... Flower Arranging Class 
from 11 am. - 7 p.m. 


our professional florist will be 
available to answer all your 
s. questions. . 


AI Waha: New Ideas Never Stop 

See ydu — 7th Circle. 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


TeL- 675571T fCinema 


BATMAN 


3jQ.fe00.8:30. W:30 


Perfufmuch3J0. 6:15, 8JO, 10:30 . 



PLAZA 


FATAL 

ATTRACTION 


Tel: 674111 


pL-rti*rmjna> 10.3U 
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Tanks move to crush last rebel positions 


Powerful explosions 
heard in San Salvador 


SAN SALVADOR, E3 Salvador (AP) — For the first 
timp since a huge rebel offensive waned late last 
week, residents of San Salvador capital were 
awakened Tuesday by powerful explosions. 


The first of several blasts in¬ 
terspersed with exchanges of rifle 
fire echoed from the western sec¬ 
tor of the capital at 430 am- 
(1030 GMT). 

The blasts appeared to come 
■from the direction of Merhot, a 
suburb where combat flared 
Monday, or from the slopes of 
the San Salvador volcano that 
looms over the capital's north 
western sector. 

lights went out following the 
first explosions, indicating they 
may have been guerrilla bomb¬ 
ings of power lines on the volca¬ 
no’s lower slopes. 

A little less than an hour later, 
other explosions echoed from the 
direction of the volcano and an 
airplane equipped, with rockets 
ana machine-guns passed over 
the city’s outskirts. 

On Monday, there was scat¬ 
tered fighting between guerrillas 
and government troops in several 
neighbourhood as the military 
slowly regained control of a capit¬ 
al straggling to return to normal 
after nine days of fighting.. 

Government workers began re¬ 
ceiving overdue paychecks and 
linesmen were repairing sabot¬ 
aged jjower installations. Offi¬ 
cials said the rebels had blown up 
seven of the country’s 16 main 
power lines along .with about 40 
towers and other equipment. 


Also, troops seized 16 lay 
workers from the Episcopal 
Church, where they had ’been 
working with war refugees. At 
least three of the workers later 
released. 

At least 1,000 people have 
been killed and hundreds ren¬ 
dered homeless in the offensive, 
which began Nov. 11.* 

CoL Rene Emilio Ponce, head 
of the joint chiefs of staff, late 
Monday toured a neighbourhood 
in the castefn district of Soyapan- 
go where he said the rebels were 
making a “last stand.” 

Soyapango was the scene of 
some of the heaviest fighting in 
the offensive. 

Tig ht tanks had moved into the 
area, pro mp ting speculation the 
army was planning to blast guer¬ 
rillas out of positions in houses 
evacuated by most of their in¬ 
habitants. 

Government soldiers Sunday 
and Monday raided at least seven 
churches or church schools that 
had been housing refugees from 
the fighting, the worst in die 
capital in 10 years of civil war. 

Church workers and war re¬ 
fugees sheltered there were ques¬ 
tioned, and the bufldings searched 
for arms, ammunition and medi¬ 
cine, said church officials, work¬ 
ers and witnesses. 

Salvadorean rightists consider 


the c ou ntry's churches, especially 
those that work with the poor, - 
hotbeds of subversion. Author¬ 
ities sometimes suspect them of 
aiding or harbouring gnerriUas. 

Foreign workers, including a; 
dozen Lutheran missionaries, 
were arrested and expelled from 
file country in recen t days. 

U.S. Ambassador William 
Walker told reporters the arrests' 
of the lay workers were “very 
unfortunate” and described the 
raids as the work of “overly 
aggressive” security forces. 

He was asked if the raids, the 
massacre of six Jesuit priests 
Thursday and other incidents in¬ 
dicated President Alfredo Cris- 
tiani was having trouble main¬ 
taining control over the more 
extreme elements in his rightist 
government. 

“Management control prob¬ 
lems exist in situations like this,” 
said Walker. In Washington, the 
Congress rejected a tt em pts to 
restrict U.S. military aid to Cris- 
tiam, heeding an admonition 
from President George Bush not 
to further weaken a “freely, 
democratically elected govern¬ 
ment.”' 

But, underscoring congression¬ 
al outrage over the murders of 
tiie infests, their housekeeper 
and her teen-age daughter, the 
House approved 409-3 a non- 
binding resolution asserting that 
bringing the kifleis to justice 
would “be instrumental in deter¬ 
mining continued U.S. support” 
for El Salvador. 


Assembly begins work on 
Namibian independence 

WINDHOEK, Namibia (AP) — The parties have said they hope 
The recently . elected assembly the document will be completed 
held its first session Tuesday to by eariynext year and mdepena- 
work cm the constitution that will cnee from South Afr ica ca n be 
pave the way for Namibia’s inde- declared shortly thereafter. - 
pendence after 74 years of South Marrti Ahtisarri, head of the 
African rule. United Nations contingent mom- 

Tbe 72 assembly members . fnrmg the independe nce p rocess, 
gathered at die Tinteupalast, the was present at the openin g of d ie 
seat of government in the tetri- assembly. He has said he expects 
tiny since it was built by the Namibia, also known as South- 
German colonial rulers in 1910. West Africa, to become indepen- 
“Reconcfle us, so that the ded- dent before the U.N. is sche duled 
sions taken in this house will lay to depart at the end of March. 

South Africa captured Namibia 
nm^ameeta’said in prayer that ^ 

opened the assembly ceived a Leagne of Naa^jmn- 

ThT South-West Africa Peo- dje » adxmn^^^ory; 
pie’s Organisation (SWAPO), The League s snc0 ^” r ’* c J^ 
Shich^f. 23-year w£ ^ 

against Sooth Afikan role, won ?»“ “ JSS 

41of the 72 seats in elections bunched the bnsh m 
eatfier this month. However, the Sooth Afnca refused to grant 
constitution must be approved by i.** 

at (cast 48, or two-therds, of the . ^ Afaa agerf ^ 



A member of the Salvadorean Red Cross consults with a guerrffla 
Hghtw about tire evacuation of evlHans from tire suburb of 
Soyapango. 

Sri Lanka accuses India 
of setting up illegal army 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka stations had fled fearing fresh 
charged Tuesday that an illegal attacks. 

Tamil mili tia which attacked The chief minister of the 
police stations and an army camp North-East Council, Vartharajah 
at the weekend had been set up Perumal, had said the dashes 
with the help of Indian forces, could have been avoided if the 
“We are aware that an illegal government had heeded his 
para-military force has been set advice and not sent the Sri Lank- 
up under tire North-East Provin- an army to Ampara. 


menfoers. 

The Democratic Tuxnhalle 
AlKanoe, a multiracial coalition 


South Africa agreed last year 
to reBnquish control of Namibia 
under a regional peac e treaty tha t 
afcn qi|h for a phased withdrawal 
of Cuba’s 50,000 troops from 


that favours a capitalist economy, « ^ 

has 21 seals. The remaining 10 Manost-rnled Angola, Namibia s 
seats are divided among five “ort*” 1 K ~, Qar 


other parties. 

SWAPO President Sam Nu- 
joma opened the assembly as 
acting chairman. But as expected, 
his party nominated Hage Geing- 
ob, who headed SWAPU’s elec¬ 
tion campaign, to become the 
permanent chairman. 

The initial sessions are ex¬ 
pected to focus on setting ground 
roles for writing the constitution. 


South Afncan Louis Pienaar 
continues to serve as Namibia’s 
administrator dnrfng the transi¬ 
tion to independence and the 
territorial police force remains in 
charge of law and order. 

South Africa’s final .1,500 
troops in Namibia began leaving 
the territory last week, and the 
withdrawal is scheduled to be 
completed before Friday. 


dal Council with the patronage of However Wijeratne said the Sri 
the Indian forces,” Foreign l-ankan forces were sent to 
Minister Ranjan Wijeratne said. Ampara at the request of die 
“They constitute youth con- chief minister followm the witb- 
scripted or forcibly recruited, fill- drawal of tire Indian force. 


Rightwing Indian leader predicts 
instability after opposition victory 

NEW DELHI (R) — The leader Dal, awe of a coalition of five again. There may be fresh 
■of an increasingly powerful right- opposition groups called the realignments,” Advam said, 
.'wing Hindu party said Tuesday National Front. ' ... 

•that India faces instability if the The BJP refused to jam the while Indian Prime Minister 
opposition alliance he backs wins alliance, but worked out a seat- Rajiv Gandhi jets around the 
tte week’s elections. sharing deal with it so it would nation in a campaigning frenzy, 

* Lai Krishna Advam of the Re- not split-the opposition vote. It his Italian-bom wife has been 
vivaiist Bharatiya Janata Party has promised to support a dfligently keeping the home fires 

(B JP) was harsh in his comments National Front government. burning. _ .__ 

about deep differences between “My objective is to topple The victim of constant oppoa- 
opposition groups that could Gandhi, to see that dynastic rale tion taunts because she is a fore¬ 
affect their chances of finnting a in Delhi comes to an end. That in igner, 41-year-old Soma Gandhi 
Government. itself would be a boon. I do not has been an indefatigable cam- 


vivaiist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) was harsh in his comments 
about deep d i ff er ences between 
opposition groups that could 
affect their chances of forming a 
government. 

“It is a mess,” Advani said of 
the arithmetic likely to result 
from the elections to tire 545- 
member parliament. 

India’s 498 million voters de¬ 
cide Wednesday/Friday and Sun¬ 
day whether they want a change 
of government. Opinion polls 
suggest Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi’s Congress Party faces 
defeat for only tire second time in 
42 years. 

- Speaking in a voice hoarse 
from campaigning , Advani used 
. strong language about the Janata 


see Rajiv returning a gain if he’s paigner on her husband's behalf 
defeated this time. He’s not In- in his own parliamentary consti- 
dira Gandhi,” Advani said in an tuency of Ametiri. 

Ins« the Janata Leaders of the National Front 
Daf's vjstnranathJPiatap Singh is < W°» a <m affia nce rarely P»» °P 

• 1*1 | tA ^ ft.. prime nnmstci s wile of 21 yesrs. 

U* jib« contrast sharply with 
^ the ie4>ect — almost veneration 

tious oppostron leaders. . - htaGaodhi has been shown 


ur __!-j — wus. uduuui lira uccii hiwwu 

Sofsee theJamata- as she toms the sprawling Aroethi 
constituency in the dectcnrally vit- 
Dal as a stable ratty. It is here f £ 

today, it may not be there six 
months hence. It may fragment 


ly armed with sophisticated 
equipment and trained in tire art 
of warfare,” said Wijeratne, who 
is also deputy defence minister. 

“... The sophisticated weapons 
in the hands of this illegal para¬ 
military force could not have 
reached them without the know¬ 
ledge or comnvance of the IPKF 
(Indian Peace Keeping Force),” 
he said in a statement. 

An Indian High Commission 
(embassy) spokesman declined to 
comment. 

About 300 people, including 
members of the security forces, 
tire attackers and civilians were 
reported killed when the illegal 
militia known as the Tamil 
National Army (TNA) attacked 
five police stations and an army 
camp in eastern Ampara district. 

The targets were pounded with 
mortars, rocket propelled gre¬ 
nades and machine gnus, military 
sources said. Three air force heli¬ 
copters were hit and damaged. 

Government spokesman said 
Ampara, which has a mixed 
population of Sinhalese, Tamils 
and Muslims, was quiet but tense 
Tuesday. 

Urey said hundreds of resi¬ 
dents in the vicinity of the police 


Ampara was the first district to 
be vacated last month by Indian 
troops making a phased with¬ 
drawal from the island. 

India has said it will try to pull 
back the remaining 30,000 troops 
from tire island by the end of 
December. 

Wijeratne said the timing of 
the n*t*r4r«; was sign i ficant when 
the government had made a “sub¬ 
stantial breakthrough” in its bat¬ 
tles against leftwing Sinhalese re¬ 
bels in other parts of the island. 


Gunmen kill Basque MP> 
wound another in Madrid 

MADRID (R) — Gunmen burst fy widely seen as the political 
into a Madrid restaurant and shot wing of tire separatist group 
dead a Basaoe separatist member ETA. 

of parliamcntradcritically It said rartier Monday its m«n- 

wounded another Monday night, * )eIS parifamrat would end a 
police said. boycott and attend the first ses¬ 

sion of congress (lower house) 
Witnesses said two men, one of Tuesday, 
them hooded, forced their way Muguruza, 31, who was struck 
into tire restaurant shortly after in tire chest, was dead, on arrival 
11 p m. (2200 GMT) and fired at' at a nearby hospital. Esnaola, 41, 
a table occupied by Ignacio was undergoing emergency 
Esnaola and Jose Mngnruza. surgery to remove two bullets 
The two men were newly- lodged in his body and doctors 
elected members for Hern Bata- said he was in very serious condi- 
suna (HB), a radical Basque par- tion. 


U.N. adopts convention on rights of child 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Children have tire inalienable 
right to grow op in a healthy 
environment free from abuse or 
exploitation, the General Assem¬ 
bly has declared in adopting a 
global convention on the rights of 
the child. 

“For children, this is the Mag-’ 
na Carta,” said James Grant, 


provision supported by. U.S. 
President George Bush’s admi¬ 
nistration. 

More than 95,000 cbfld soldiers 
lost their lives in tire Ixan-Iraq 
war, and over 200.000-15-10-17- 


year-olds serve in various armed source.” 


for all.” 

The convention is “as visionary 
as it is timely,” Perez de Cuellar 
said, noting- it “addresses tire 
needs,of humanity’s most vulner¬ 
able-and most cherished re¬ 


forces worldwide today. 

Norway, Sweden, France, 
West Germany, Italy, Spain, An- 


executive director of the U.N.. stralia, Canada, Mexico and 
Children’s Fond, l ikenin g it to the . other nations wanted the draft 
13th century British constitution age raised to at least 17, and the 
guaranteeing, political and civil Soviet Union was willing to agree 
liberties. > . with that standa rd 



liberties. > . with that standard. 

With over 100 children watch- -The United Stales, however, 
mg from the galleries, Secretary- held out on tire grounds that the 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 1949 Geneva Conventions on 
declared it “tire most important, warfare and their 1977 additional 
step toward realising onr com- protocols specify tire age of 15 


The U.N. Children's Fond and 
many governments and private 
agencies say tire agreement sets 
new standards they can use to 
fight neglect, sexual exploitation 
and other abuse. 

“It sets nnrversaDy accepted 
standards to protect almost half 


Rockets slow Cambodian rebel drive 

ARANYAPRATHET, Thailand (R) — An offensive by U.S.- 
backed guerrillas and the Khmer Rouge in north western 
Cambodia appeared to have stalled Tuesday under withering 
rocket fire, Thai and Cambodian sources said. They said the 
Khmer People’s National Liberation Front (KPNLF) and the 
radical Khmer Rouge had failed to capture two of their main 
targets, Svay Chek and Ninrit, although they overran several 
defence outposts and villages around them. Diplomats said tire 
weaker KPNLF, which is advised by U.S. intelligence officials, 
was risking its Western aid lifeline by taking part in simultaneous 
attacks with tire Khmer Rouge, which is condemned by the West 
for its bloody 19 75-78 rale. There was no independent estimate of 
casualties, but a KPNLF official said 35 government soldiers and' 
sax KPNLF fighters had been kilted in the offensive, winch began 
before dawn Monday. 

U.S. pressuring contras for accord 

M ANA GUA, Nicaragua (AP) — The U.S. State Department is 
exerting “strong pressure” on the Nicaraguan rebels to sign an 
agreement with the Sandmista government, an observer to tire 
talks has said. “I am hopeful they won’t get up from the 
(negotiating) table without signing something” today or tomor¬ 
row, Cardinal Miguel Obando Y Bravo said in an interview with 
an independent radio station. Asked if the United States was 
putting pressures... Very strong pressures.” Negotiators, who 
recessed Friday, planned to meet again Monday afternoon at a 
bargaining table in Washington. Obando Y Bravo, president of 
the National Reconciliation Council established under a 1987 
regional peace agreement, returned from the United States 
Saturday to attend the ordination of five priests. He said he did 
not plan to return to Washington unless he was needed. 
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega also expressed hope for a 
settlement, “ft seems that now there is a willingness on the part 
of the United States to reach an agreement,” he said Sunday. 

Panamanians protest U.S. exercise 

PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) — U.S. troops ringed an 
American mititaxy hospital with ar m oure d carriers in a militar y 
exe rc ise Panamanian officials called a violation of the Panama 
Canal treaties. More than 200 Panamanians shouted anti- 
American slogans outside Gorgas Hospital while Panamanian 
military officials argued with U.S. officials over tire manoeuvre 
which barbed-wire was also erected. The .armoured pe rs o nn el 
carriers partially blocked the entrance to offices of the Panama¬ 
nian Health Ministry, across the street from the hospital. Maj. 
Manuel Rodriguez, a member of a joint U.S.-Panamaman- 
nrihtary board, protested that the manoeuvre violated the 1977 
canal treaties irecause it obstructed traffic and had not be$n 
coordinated with Panamanian officials. 

.Walesa addresses labour congress 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Solidarity leader Lech Walesa, 
addressing a global labour congres s , has called on Eastern Europe 


and Latin America to work together in improving their debt- 
ridden economies. “Gur collaboration can be successful in 
' seeking to alleviate our common burdens,” Walesa said in an 
address Monday to the 22nd Congress of the World Confedera¬ 
tion of Labour. Walesa, who arrived from visiting the United 
States, received cheers and seveal standing ovations from the 400 
delegates, who had gathered from 92 countries, primarily in the 
Third World. Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez told the 
conference that tire changes in Eastern Europe concern Third 
World leaders. 

Indonesia wants nuclear plant 

JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, Asia’s biggest exporter of oil and 
gas, plans to start operating its first nuclear power plant around 
the year 2003 to meet rising electricity demand, a senior official 
said Tuesday. Djali Ahimsa, director-genera] of the National 
Atomic Energy Agency, told reporters the project would need 
about SI billion, with finance coming from abroad. He did not 
elaborate. He said the government was considering boil ding the 
plant in Maria in central Java. Indonesia, the only Asian member 
of the Org anis a t in of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
•and the world’s fifth most populous country, estimates it will 
become a net importer of oil early next century as reserves 
dwindle while domestic consumption soars. 

10 Tibetans held after marches 

PEKING (R) — Eight people were sent without trial to labour 
camps and two others were arrested for staging pro-ixKfependenoe 
marches in the Tibetan capital of Lhasa, according to a Chinese 
newspaper. The literary digest weekly said eight Tzbtans were 
given terms of three to six years of r efo rm through labour after 
they marched around Lhasa’s central Barkhor Square on OcL 14 
and 15, shooting what it termed counter-revolutionary slogans in 
support of an independent Tibet. Two people were stiff befog 
questioned under suspicion of inciting and plottig unrest, the 
newspaper quoted the Tibetan youth report assaying. The edition 
of the newspaper was received in Peking Tuesday. “The 10 people 
were arrested cm the spot by our martial law forces for their 
crazed plot to slit the motherland," It said. Martial Law was 
imposed in Lhasa in March after three days of separatist rioting. 

French set off nuclear explosion 

WELLINGTON (R) — France set off a 30 kilotonne under¬ 
ground nuclear blast on Mururoa Atoll in the South Pacific 
territory of French Polynesia Tuesday, New Zealand government 
scientists said. The explosion, the third since testing resumed on 
OcL 24, took place t 6.29 a.m.. (1729 GMT Monday), the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR) said in a 
sta t ement. The DSIR said it expected one more test thfe? year, 
based on the pattern of the previous five years. The latest test 
brings to 110 the number of underground tests at rites near Tahiti. 
The blast was one-third the strength of the bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima in August 194S, and is relatively -cm^H compared with 
other French tests. 


mon purpose of promoting and and the new convention should 
encouraging respect for human conform to that international 
rights and fundamental freedom agreement. 


The United Stales, however,> of the world’s population,” said 
Jd out on the grounds that the Jan Martenson, U.N. under- 
49 Geneva Conventions on secretary-general for human 
irfare and their 1977 additional rights. 

otocote sjferify the age of 15 The convention has engen- 
id the new convention should dered controversy, however. It 
nfonn to that international allows anyone 15 or older to be 
reement. drafted into militaxy service, a 


Rush to West adds chaos In £. Germany 


GOESCHWITZ, East Germany 
(AP) — The rush of East Ger¬ 
mans to enjoy their new freedom 
to visit the West has added a 
touch of chaos to an already 
stumbling economy. 

At the railroad station in this 
southern East German town, the 
small drab-looking restaurant was 
dosed ‘Tor technical reasons” as 
a sign said; leaving scores of 
travellers standing out in the cold 
unto their delayed train arrived. 

“I guess be has gone ‘due- 
ben,’" said Heinz, a 48-year-old 
teacher, using the German word 
for “across” that usually refers to 
flight to West Germany. 

“Or he may have gone off with 
his famil y across the border with 
a visa for a day’s shopping.” 

Can the restaurant operator 
just up and do that? 

“At worst, he gets an admo¬ 
nishment but be cannot be fired, 
and the kids just play hookey 
from school,” was tire teacher’s 
reply. 

Chaos is an understatement for 
the transport situation in East 
Germany. Weekend trains were 
hours late and filled to overflow¬ 
ing despite the extra trains added 
to cope with tire huge number of 
passengers. 

Filling stations in some areas 
were said to be without gasoline 
because people had stocked up 
for trips to tire West. 

“Why do you all have to leave 
at the same time and immediate¬ 
ly? Why can’t you wait o few 
weeks when travel will be 
easier?" a Western traveller 


elderly man’s wife intervened. 
“Although we are old we have 
never been there because we had 
no relatives to invite us.” 

Pensioners above the age of 65 
were allowed in the past to 
travel to the West to visit rela¬ 
tives. 

“What would you do if you had 
been locked up for almost 30 
years?” asked a third passenger. 
“It’s tike dogs in a kennel. If yon 
open the door they will not sit still 
' but jump oat fall of joy.” 

Working morale is low in the 
state-run economy. An East Ger¬ 
man newspaper, Leipziger Volk- 
szeitung, estimates that people 
spend on average only five hours 
of an eight-hour working day 
actually working. 

“Wages and salaries are paid 
. for absence, mere presence (with¬ 
out work) or poor quality pro¬ 
ducts,” observed the East Berlin 
newspaper Neue ZeiL 

Wolfgang, a bearded driver of 
the “people’s owned” taxi enter¬ 
prise in Karl-Marx-Stadt, said 
that the remuneration system 
makes do sense. 

In a slow month when fares 
don’t fulfil the monthly revenue 
quota. W olfgang earns less than 
his regular salary of 1,000 marks 
before taxes, he said. 

This month, open boideis have 
meant a record revenue for him 
■because most people returning to 
Karl-Marx-Stadt Station from 
their shopping trips over tire West 
German border need a taxi to 
cany home their purchases. 

But Wolfgang, who expects t tf 


*I-t InrLZX lake in doiibte his qutta this 
adffMfrrij man m to wj» month, will not receive more than 


had to stand on an East German 
express train because all the seats 
were taken. 

“You don’t understand,” the. 


his regular salary. 

“It does not make sense to 
penalise you on a sJow mouth for 
what yon cannot be blamed ami 


then refuse to pay you more on a 
busy month like tins,” Ire com¬ 
plained. 

There is no music in the taxi, 
which is linked to the central 
switchboard by a two-way radio. 

“The car radios were removed 
because some colleagues tuned in 
the “Deutschlandtied," be said, 
referring to the national anthem 
broadcast ax midnight by many 
West German radio stations, 
which can be received almost 
everywhere in East Germany. 

Wolfgang, who was refused a 
visa by Communist authorities 
when his father died in West 
Germany four years ago, said he 
would tike to visit the West, but 
not yet 

“I would have to wait three 
hours in tine to change my 15 
marks and perhaps another hour 
to get my visa and then at least 
another four hours in a traffic jam 
before I could cross the border," 
he explained. ' 

The 15 East German marks is 
the maximum an East German 
citizen.can change per year into 
bard currency at a rate of one-to- 
one to the West German Tim Hr , 
On the Mack market, one West 
German mark is worth 20 East 
German marks. 

In tire town of Rndol&tadt, a 
queue of about 200 metres started 
at a savings bank and seemed to 
end in a grocery store. 

“There are two lines and they 
meet in the middle,” said an 
elderly woman. “In one they Kne 
up for 15 marks and in the other 
they wait for bananas at- tire 
grocery store.” 

“That’s East Germany,” said 
the woman, a 75-year-old physi¬ 
cian- “We spend a tot of time fa 
lmes~” 


Editor sacked 
over royal photos y 

LONDON (R) — The editor til 
one of Britain’s biggest mass- ' 
circulation Sunday newspapers. .- 
was sacked for printin g front- 
page colour photographs of-the.7 
seven-year-old son : of the.Prince.-', 
of Wales nririatmg in a park. 
Publishing tycoon Robert Max- :! 
well said the People’s!^ editor?' . 
Wendy Henry was tired becansft v 
the pictures of Prince WilKani,'*!! 1 
printed last Sunday under the .= 
heading “Willie’s sly pee m;- 
park”, were deeply offrasiye to . 
many people. The photographs^ .• - 
falrgn secretly in^ woodland at tire 
prince’s London school, drew an 
angry denunciation- from heir to 
tire throne Fxinoe diaries, . the 
Prince of Wales, and his^ wifo 
Princess Diana. Maxwell said be y ■* 
also objected to a photograph of ' 
U.S. singer Sammy Davis. Jr: 
printed in last Sunday’s People - 
and purporting fo show scars cat! ' 
his throat from cancer treatment -- 
“There have been several occa¬ 
sions on which distressing photo- 
graphs, which many people found 
deeply offensive, nave appeared 
in the People,” he said. I have 
therefore concluded rductaatfy 
that a change of ectifonh^^is' 
needed.” The front-page pictures 
were part of a -series showing 
Prince William, second in tine to 
the throne, and his five-year-old 
Brother Prince Harry playing in . 
the grounds of the elite Wrath-. 
erhy School. 

Wife of stain 
millionaire may be 
jailed for life 

MIAMI (AP) — A woman con- 
victed of hiring a gang to murder 
her millio naire husband three 
years ago should be sentenced to 
life in prison, a jury has recom¬ 
mended. Jurors, who couldhave 
recommended the death penalty 
for Joyce Cohen, reached their - 
decision Monday after defiberat: L 
ing about 40 minutes. Dade 
Comity Circuit- Judge Fredticka 
Smith is not bound by the jury’s 
recommendation. The same 
panel Thursday found . Mrs. •" 
Cohen, 39, gnihy of first-degree 
murder, conspiracy to commit 
murder and using a firearm Jn 
commission of the March7,1986, 
of Stanley Cohen. She was cob- •” 
victed of offering three hit-rndh 
$100,000 to kill her husband. 
Prosecntore said she sopptied a -'- 
map of their coconut grove home; 
d is con ne cted alarms, mitodfed 
the door and gave them her ln&. 
band’s gun. Prosecutors said the 
marriage had soured, and that tire, 
former secretaryTeared a divorce ^ 
would end her jet-set lifestyle. 
Defence attorneys said the kill¬ 
ings were due to Cohen’s drag • 
connections, but his relatives said . 
tiiat was a tie. . 

Nude dancing 
club gets loan 

MONTREAL (AP) — A federal 
crown corporation has loaned:.. 
more than $1 million to> finance 
the largest strip dub in tire 
national capital region, Radio- ' 
Canada has reported. The Feder¬ 
al Business Development Bank. 
made two loans totalling' 
1,309,000 Canadian dollars 
(SI. 12 miltion) to proprietor 
Andre Frechette so he could get 
Le Lido Bar off the ground in 
downtown Hull, across the river 
from Ottawa, the French-lan¬ 
guage television network of tire 
CBC said. Le Lido is billed as an 
erotic bar and employs about 20 
young female strippers. A bank 
spokesman, Ken Cavanagh, said 
Monday morning that: “The 
bank does not finance nudc-danc- - 
ing dubs.” But later fa the day a " 
spokesman for the barikjrefrised : 
comment, saying information 7 
obtained by Radio-Canada con- ' 
cents a confidential relationship - 
between tire b ank and Frechette. 
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